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VINDICATION 


r::  -  ,  I  OF  THE 

REV.  HENRY  SLICER'S  CHARACTER 


FROM  THE 


The  attention  of  the  public  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  following  gross  and  malig- 
nant attack  made  by  one  Joel  G.  Sever,  ©t  Louisiana,  on  the  character  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Slice r,  of  Frederick  city,  Maryland,  well  known  to  the  country  for  many 
years  as  one  of  the  Chaplains  of  Congress,  and  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Clergyman  of 
high  character,  standing,  and  influence.  The  attention  of  the  public  is  more  particu- 
larly invited  to  Mr.  Slicer's  triumphant  vindication  of  his  character  (which  follows  the 
attack)  from  the  low  and  unmanly  assault  made  upon  him  in  front  of  his  own  dwelling, 
and  in  the  hearing  of  his  wife  and  daughters.  This  assault  drew  from  Mr.  Slicer  a 
swift  and  scathing  exposure  of  the  career  and  character  of  his  assailant,  showing  that, 
among  other  incidents  of  Sever's  life,  he  had  been  silenced  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  had  attempted  to  officiate  as  a  preacher,  for 
lying  and  other  misdemeanors. 

It  is  said  that  Sever  has  been  hired  by  the  Scott,  Seward,  and  Greely  party,  for  the 
canvass.  We  wish  them  joy  of  theii  bargain.  What  with  Foss  on  the  stump  in  Ohio, 
and  Sever  on  the  stump  in  New  York  and  Maryland,  thetWhig  managers  are  certainly 
driving  a  strong  team.  Such  men  are  the  fit  agents  of  a  canvass  of  frauds.  Will  the 
people  tolerate  the  imposture  and  the  insult  ? 


REPORT 

Of  remarks  made  by  Joel  G.  Seyer,  of  Louisi- 
ana, attacking  the  character  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Slicer,  of  Frederick  city,  before  a  Whig  meet- 
ing, held  in  the  Market  House,  immediately  in 
front  of  Mr.  Slictr's  office,  on  Saturday  after' 
noon,  September  25,  1852  : 

Cheutjbttsco  Club  and  Fellow-Citizens:  I 
appeared  before  you  last  Friday  evening  an  invited 
guest  of  the  Cherubusco  Club.  I  came  not  at  my 
own  instance  or  desire ;  I  yielded  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  President  of  your  Club,  to  address  you 
upon  subjects  you  and  I  are  deeply  interested  in, 
and  which  we  have  the  right  of  discussing  without 
being  placed  under  the  ban  of  any  individual, 
though  that  individual  be  clothed  in  the  sacredotal 
robes. 

Fellow-citizens,  when  I  felt  it  my  humble  duty 
•to  respond  to  your  invitation  on  Friday  evening 
last,  I  came  here  upon  the  assurance  of  the  knowl- 


edge which  I  had  of  the  proverbial  hospitality  of 
the  citizens  of  Frederick.  I  was  thrown  upon  your 
hospitality — I  was  unknown  to  you,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  half  dozen  or  so — I  came  among 
you  a  perfect  stranger — I  am  some  1500  miles 
from  my  home,  where  I  am  appreciated,  and/u//y 
appreciated. 

Before  I  proceed  to  address  you  upon  the  more 
important  subjects  of  the  day,  permit  me  to  address 
you  upon  matters  of  a  personal  nature.  When  I 
last  spoke,  I  endeavored  to  acquit  myself  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  my  hearers,  and  I  flatter  myself 
I  did  so.  In  order  to  counteract  the  effect  of  my 
remarks,  a  distinguished  clerical  gentleman,  who  oc- 
cupies a  high  position  as  a  teacher  and  follower  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to 
teach  to  all  good  people  the  doctrine  of  Christian 
charity — to  endeavor  hy  his  winning  manner  to  gain 
over  to  the  side  of  righteousness  and  truth,  those 
who  had  erred,  and  prepare  them  for  a  happy  Hea- 
ven, that  individual  says  he  has  in  his  possession  ev- 
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idence  that  J.  G.  Sever,  of  Louisiana,  was  expelled 
from  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church.  And 
yet,  with  these  things  in  his  pocket,  he  did  not  utter 
a  syllable  until  he  witnessed  the  good  effect  of  my 
speech  on  the  night  before,  and  instead  of  meeting 
his  congregation  in  religious  exjercises,  or  bending 
his  knees  in  lowly  supplication  before  the  Altar  of 
his  God,  bright  and  eariy  next  morning,  he  was  in 
the  place  occupied  by  "  apple-women,"  and  by  those 
perhaps  just  emerged  from  some  low  hovel,  with 
the  fumes  of  liquor  still  upon  them,  and  too,  where 
persons  of  high  and  low  degree  do  meet  together 
to  do  their  marketing,  he  was  enagaged  in  the  holy, 
pious,  truly  clerical  and  devout  work  of  traducing  my 
character — (a  cry  of  give  it  to  him,) — and  among 
other  things  charging  me  with  having  been  expell- 
ed from  the  ministry  for  improper  conduct  ;  and 
judging  what  these  charges  are  from  an  article  in  a 
very  truth-telling  and  veracious  paper  in  this  city, 
and  which  were  no  doubt  furnished  by  the  reverend 
gentleman. — (Here  reads  the  article  in  the  Citizen.) 
I  now  fellow-citizens,  though  I  do  not  desire  to 
give  my  humble  mite — though  I  do  not  choose  to 
give  the  clerical  gentleman  any  notoriety  that  he 
may  desire — I  pronounce  the  statement  that  I  was 
ever  expelled  from  the  ministry,  an  unqualified — 
shall  I  use  the  word — I  will — I  am  a  plain  spoken 
man — an  unqualified  lie  ? 

Now  I  will  prove  it  a  lie  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana.  In  that  Constitution  is 
an  article  which  declares  that  no  minister  of  any 
denomination  or  even  a  teacher  of  religion,  is  eligi- 
ble to  any  office  in  the  State. 

1  am  to-day  the  representative  of  the  State,  and 
have  been  for  many  years,  and  if  I  were  a  clerical 
gentleman,  I  could  not  be  such  a  representative. 
Now  I  suppose  that  the  clerical  gentleman  is 
near  at  hand  listening,  [f  the  clerical  gentle- 
man's statement  be  true,  I  could  not  be  the  re- 
presentative of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  as  I  am 
at  this  moment.  I  will  not  give  the  gentleman  the 
notoriety  he  seeks  ;  for  if  my  character  depended 
upon  such  as  he  and  his  associates,  or  any  scrib- 
bling secretary  he  may  subsidize,  I  would  not  lift  a 
finger  to  make  an  effort  to  save  it. 

For  more  than  30  years,  I  have  represented  the 
people  in  different  capacities  which  they  have  call- 
ed upon  me  to  fill.  And  I  ask  if  there  is  anything 
new  and  novel,  that  I  like  other  public  men,  should 
be  maligned  and  traduced. 

The  Southern  and  Western  Democratic  Press, 
in  order  to  kill  off  the  effect  of  the  report,  made  by 
Kev'd.  Mr.  Foss,  of  Gen.  Pierce's  New  Boston 
Speech,  all  through  the  South  and  West,  have  cur- 
rently reported  that  Foss  has  stolen  a  horse,  was 
tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary 
for  five  years.  I  saw  and  conversed  with  Mr.  Foss, 
a  few  days  since,  in  Washington  City. 

The  moral  character  of  Mr.  Foss  stands  as  high 
in  New  Hampshire,  as  that  of  Franklin  Pierce  ; 
and  he  can  give  him  fifty  in  the  game  and  beat  him 
at  that. 

Now,  the  matter  to  which  my  very  religious 
friend,  the  very  Rev.  Henry  Slicer,  who  is  known 
all  over  the  country  as  the  war  horse  of  Methodism, 


and  as  a  politician  of  the  deepest  dye ;  and  who 
:  wanted  to  be  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Chap- 
|  lain  ;*  and  who  has  boasted  all  over  the  city  of  Fred- 
erick, that  he  has  more  influence  with  the  Presi- 
dent, the  model  President,  Milliard  Fillmore,  than 
almost  any  other  man  ;  and  could  get  any  man  ap- 
pointed to  office  he  wished.  This  clerical  gentle- 
man, was  himself  expelled  from  the  Chaplaincy, 
by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  yet  he  boasts 
of  his  influence  with  that  gentleman. 

It  is  not  many  days  since  I  saw  Mr.  Fillmore. 
I  had  the  honor  to  dine  with  him,  and  we  were  not 
so  much  at  a  loss  for  a  subject,  as  to  mention  this 
Rev.  Gentleman's  name.  Before  high  Heaven,  in 
all  humility,  I  declare  I  am  this  day  a  better  chris- 
tian than  my  holy  and  pious  assailant,  Mr.  Slicer! 
God  bless  him !  No  man  regrets  more  sincerely 
than  I  do,  the  desecration  of  the  sacredotal  robes, 
and  the  degradation  to  which  he  has  reduced  himself. 

I  hope  that  the  repentance  which  I  have  so  often 
and  so  eloquently  heard  preached  by  the  Rev.  Gen- 
tleman to  others,  may  find  a  way  through  some 
nook  or  cranny  to  his  own  heart. 

What  offence  have  I  committed  that  he  should 
attack  my  character  1 

Upon  my  arrival  in  Baltimore,  providentially,  I 
had  at  hand  all  the  proofs  for  the  complete  refuta- 
tion of  all  the  charges  of  the  Rev.  Gentleman,  and 
I  at  once  sent  the  evidence  by  express  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Cherubusco  Club,  in  whose  possession 
they  now  are;  and  he  will  say  whether  or  not  they 
are  sufficient.  I  see  his  scribling  Secretary  writing 
down  what  I  say,  and  I  hope  he  will  write  it  true. 

I  am  here,  as  an  American  and  a  Whig.  I  am 
here,  the  representative  of  Louisiana  in  her  Legis- 
lature. Since  these  charges,  I  have  been  elected 
to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  Whig  National  Con- 
vention; occupying  a  position  among  the  most  re- 
spectable portion  of  that  Legislature,  and  of  that 
Convention.  Had  I  been  the  character  as  repre- 
sented by  the  Rev.  Gentleman,  I  could  not  have 
been  elected  to  either  of  these  positions. 

Look  at  the  distinguished  men  of  both  parties. 
Some  live  in  glass  houses  as  well  as  others.  Some, 
even  of  those  who  are  in  your  midst,  who  have  ad- 
dressed you  even  in  this  market-house,  live  in  glass 
houses. 

(J.  G.  Sever  then  went  into  a  political  disserta- 
tion animadverting  upon  the  Democratic  party,  &c.) 

If  I  am  in  error  in  charging  upon  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  the  creation  of  the  Sub-treasury  system,  I 
hope  the  Reverend  Gentleman  will  correct  me. 

I  am  not  made  up  of  the  malignant  nature  of  the 
old  serpent  that  stole  into  Eden,  and  from  which 
the  Rev.  Gentleman  clothed  in  clerical  robes  musk 
have  borrowed  his  malignity. 

I  am  not  going  to  assail  the  private  character  of 
the  Rev.  Gentleman,  and  I  hope  his  clerk  will  re- 
port correctly.  If  the  Rev.  Gentleman  will  strip 
himself  of  his  sacredotal  robes,  and  hold  himself 
responsible  for  his  charges,  I  will  hold  myself  re- 
sponsible according  to  the  laws  acknowledged  by 
men  of  honor.  This  Rev.  Gentleman  reminds  me 
of  an  anecdote  I  heard.  A  man's  horse  was  at- 
tacked with  the  botts,  threw  himself  upon  his  back, 


kicked  his  legs,  the  boy  was  frightened,  and  ran  to 
his  daddy  exclaiming:  "Daddy,  daddy,  he's  a  gone 
horse,  his  eyes  are  sot." 

I  entertain  the  greatest  respect  for  the  Democrats. 
I  have  not  said  an  unkind  word  of  Gen.  Pierce  in 
some  forty  or  fifty  speeches,  which  I  have  delivered 
in  seven  States,  not  even  of  my  clerical  friend,  who 
sought  me  out  at  my  lodgings  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, in  the  presence  of  my  family;  and  although 
I  do  not  accuse  him  of  toadyism,  yet  he  is  remark- 
able for  his  fondness  for  hunting  out  distinguished 
men.  This  Rev.  Gentleman  says  I  never  was  a 
Senator,  nor  a  member  of  Congress,  nor  a  Judge; 
and  he  has  even  stripped  the  epaulettes  from  my 
shoulders,  and  says  that  I  was  not  even  a  Colonel. 
Probably  he  has  furnished  that  scribbler  with  these 
malicious  reports. 

Now,  fellow-citizens,  see  how  pitifully  he  has 
reduced  the  Democratic  party.  My  esteemed  friend, 
(for  I  esteem  him  as  a  cat  loves  soap,)  I  am  as 
good  a  judge  of  an  honest  man,  and  as  good  a 
judge  of  what  constitutes  a  gentleman  as  the  cleri- 
cal gentleman  who  issues  out  of  his  house  by  day 
break  to  slander  me  in  the  market  place. 

I  heard  a  man  the  other  day,  in  Baltimore,  call 
Beale  H.  Richardson  (the  editor  of  the  Argus)  the 
truth-teller;  this  was  the  greatest  sarcasm  he  could 
have  made  use  of.  What  said  our  Savior  to  the 
worrtan,  who  was  caught  in  the  crime  of  adultery  ? 
"  Woman,  where  are  thy  accusers  ?"  None  an- 
swered; but  had  this  Reverend  Gentleman  been 
present,  instead  of  fleeing,  he  would  have  stood 
his  ground,  and  thus  have  proven  his  courage. 

Are  you  prepared  to  support  that  party  which 
has  for  its  putative  father  that  arch-traitor,  Martin 
Van  Buren  ?  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  clerical  gen 
tleman,  the  Old  W  ar-horse  as  he  is  called,  joined 
in  the  cry  of  denunciation.  Of  what  consequence 
is  it  if  I  am  belied  and  maligned  by  this  Reverend 
Gentleman,  or  if  I  were  toasted  and  applauded  to 
the  skies  ?  What  has  this  to  do  with  the  question? 

(The  Rev.  Gentleman  was  alluded  to  in  connex- 
ion with  Martin  Van  Buren,  Prince  John,  &c,  as 
a  supporter  of  Pierce.) 

Gen.  Scott  does  not  require  any  one  to  be  subsi- 
dized to  his  support  in  order  to  uphold  his  fame. 

I  am  the  humble  representative  of  the  dying 
sentiments  of  Clay.  I  stood  by  the  door  of  his 
chamber  when  his  spirit  was  departing,  and  I 
come  to  the  people,  Whigs  of  Maryland,  to  urge 
you  to  stand  by  your  principles.  The  stranger  is 
no  unworthy  representative  of  Whig  principles.  I 
never  held  an  executive  office — never  expect  one. 
I  thank  you  from  my  inmost  heart  for  standing  by 
me  in  this  plunging  fire  directed  against  me  here. 
Stand  by  Scott  and  Graham,  and  the  eagle  of  vic- 
tory will  perch  upon  your  proud  banner. 

[The  President  of  the  Cherubusco  Club  here 
rose  and  stated  that  he  had  invited  the  Hon.  J.  G. 
Sever  to  speak,  and  was  aware  of  .certain  calum- 
nies against  the  gentleman's  fair  fame.  He  had 
looked  at  the  documents,  and,  for  his  part,  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  they  completely  refuted  the 
charges  made  against  Mr.  Sever;  though  what 
these  charges  were,  he  had  never  heard  distinctly.] 


PREFACE. 

For  the  proper  understanding  of  this  case,  it  is 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  Parsonage  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Fredreick,  is  immediately  in 
front  of  the  Market-house — that  Mr.  Sheer  made 
no  public  announcement  in  relation  to  Mr.  Sever 
and  his  history,  but  stated  privately  what  he  did 
state.  It  has  been  stated  that  Mr.  Slicer  said  what 
he  did  to  break  the  force  of  Mr.  Sever's  speech 
upon  "wavering  Democrats;"  this  is  utterly  un- 
true, because  the  persons  to  whom  the  statements 
were  made  were  Whigs,  and  between  11  o'clock  at 
night  and  daybreak  next  morning  Mr.  S.  had  had  no 
chance  to  learn  what  effect  the  speech  had  on  any  one. 

His  statements  privately  made,  (and  which  did 
not  reach  half  way  to  the  enormity  of  the  case,) 
were  denounced  by  Sever  in  public  companies  as 
false  and  libellous.  He  was  then,  a  week  after, 
brought  back  to  this  place  by  the  "Cherubusco 
Club,"  under  whose  endorsement  he  made  a  direct 
issue  with  Mr.  Slicer  in  the  matter  of  truth  and 
honor — this  was  done  too,  notwithstanding  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Whig  party  here  knew  that 
Mr.  Slicer  had  the  proof  of  all  he  had  said  of 
Sever.  This  issue  was  made  too  at  a  place  where 
neither  of  the  political  parties  ever  hold  meetings  in 
day-light,  when  the  weather  is  fair. 

He  was  placed  by  the  "Club"  within  thirty  feet 
of  the  Rev  Gentleman's  office,  and  the  President 
of  that  Club  endorsed  Sever's  character,  after  an 
hour's  assault  upon  Mr.  Slicer,  made  in  the  hearing 
of  his  wife  and  children,  and  he  refused  to  allow 
a  notice  to  be  read  at  the  meeting  informing  the 
people  that  Mr.  Slicer  would  address  the  citizens  in 
reply  on  Monday  at  3  o'clock,  at  the  Court-house 
yard. 

In  this  state  of  things,  there  was  nothing  left  to 
the  gentleman  but  to  defend  himself  by  giving  the 
truth  in  his  justification,  or  have  himself,  his 
family,  and  his  Church  disgraced  by  unanswered 
charges  publicly  made  etgainst  him  as  "a  liar," 
"a  slanderer,"  "a  maligner,^  and  "no  gentle- 
man" 

Fellow-Citizens  of  FnEDEnicK  City  asd 
County: — "Hear  me  for  my  cause,  and  be  silent 
that  you  may  hear."  "  Strike!  but  first  hear  me." 
My  position^  and  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself,  my 
family,  and  my  relations  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  this  country,  compel  me  now  to  ap- 
ply myself  to  no  pleasant  task. 

I  have  all  my  lifetime,  when  engaged  in  war,  not 
been  on  the  aggressive  but  on  the  defensive,  in  re- 
pelling assaults,  and  have  never  during  my  exist- 
ence been  connected  with  a  proseeution.  I  have 
endeavored  so  to  act  as,  when  my  eyes  shall  be 
sealed  up  by  death,  to  leave  my  family  the  legacy 
of  an  honest  reputation;  and  I  propose,  so  long  as 
there  is  strength  in  this  arm,  and  pulsation  in  this 
heart,  and  power  to  articulate  in  this  tongue,  to 
defend  my  reputation  from  assaults,  come  from 
whatsoever  quarter  they  may. 

If  in  making  my  defence,  I  shall  carry  this  war 
into  the  enemy's  territory,  on  their  heads  be  the 
responsibility. 
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This  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  have  ever 
been  attacked  in  a  responsible  form,  except  in  one 
or  two  instances  by  fanatical  scribblers  and  editors, 
on  the  ground  of  my  alleged  Southernism.  I  am 
k  to-day  the  subject-matter  of  abolition  stump  speeches 
in  New  England,  and  why?  Because  I  have  stood 
up  for  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  for  peace, 
conciliation^  and  compromise,  when  some  of  the 
present  great  champions  of  the  Union  were  not  to 
be  seen  or  heard. 

The  assault  which  I  am  about  to  notice  was  made 
upon  me  in  the  public  market  place,  in  the  hearing  [ 
of  my  wife,  and  of  my  daughters,  and  a  little  son, 
(I  have  two  other  sons  who  are  men,  but  they  are 
not  here,)  and  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  they 
have  had  their  feelings  harrowed  up  by  an  assault 
made  in  their  presence  upon  the  husband  and 
father. 

G-n  the  heads  of  those  who  placed  "Col.  Sevier" 
in  front  of  my  office  to  abuse  and  slander  me, 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the  insult  offtred  to  my 
family. 

I  am  charged,  fellow-citizens,  with  being  "a 
slanderer,"  and  indirectly  with  being  the  author  of 
"an  unqualified  lie" 

I  was  charged  with  being  known  all  over  the 
country  as  the  Methodist  War-horse,  (laughter,) 
and  I  can  tell  you  more,  I  have  been  styled  the 
Methodist  Wheel-horse,  (renewed  laughter.)  I 
bslieve  that  every  farmer  knows  that  the  wheel- 
horse  is  an  important  commodity  in  a  heavy  drag. 
(Merriment.)  And  I  can  tell  you  one  thing  which 
the  veritable  " Colonel"  did  not  tell  you,  namely: 
that,  before  1  found  him  out,  he  was  wont,  in 
private  circles,  and  public  streets  in  Baltimore,  to 
make  himself  known  as  one  of  the  acquaintances 
and  admirers  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready,"  referring 
to  myself.  (Laughter.)  I  was  in  his  judgment 
in  the  Methodist  Church,  what  Gen.  Taylor  was 
in  the  army — "Old  Rough  and  Ready."  (Re- 
newed laughter.) 

I  was  a  marvellous  proper  man  then,  in  capacity, 
in  efficiency,  in  laboriousness,  in  fearlessness,  his 
"beau  ideal"  of  a  preacher.  You  know  my  friends 
that  the  "Colonel  boasted  all  over  the  country  that 
he  was  the  first  man  in  this  country  on  a  certain 
morning,  on  a  certain  day,  in  a  certain  street  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  on  a  store  box,  to  an 
nounce  Zachery  Taylor  as  the  next  President  of 
the  United  States.  And  I  was  in  his  judgment 
also  the  Rough  and  Ready  of  the  Methodist 
Church !  To  be  sure,  he  never  fancied  my  poli- 
tics, that  was  a  matter  of  his  taste,-  and  on  the 
other  hand,  1  never  fancied  his.  (Laughter.) 

Fellow-citizens,  if  I  shall  be  compelled  in  this 
defence  to  speak  of  myself,  I  shall  only  plead  as  my 
justification  the  example  of  a  greater  and  a  better 
man,  (St.  Paul;)  you  have  heard  a  great  deal  said 
about  hospitality  and  courtesy  to  strangers ;  I 
think  that  I  can  claim  from  Marylanders,  in  justice, 
as  much  protection  from  assaults  upon  my  reputa- 
tion, as  can  be  claimed  by  any  other  man. 

I  am  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  the  Metropo- 
lis of  your  State.  My  honored  father  (who,  thank 
God,  still  lives  to  bless  the  world  with  the  steady 


light  of  a  bright  and  beautiful  christian  example) 
was  born  in  this  city  of  yours. 

My  connexions  were  part  of  "the  old  Maryland 
line,"  and  passed  through  the  battles  of  the  War 
|  of  Independence,  and  I  will  not  tell  you  this  with- 
|  out  giving  you  names. 

I     [Mr.  Slicer  here  referred  to  names  and  the  record 
to  prove  what  he  asserted.] 

And  fellow  citizens,  related  as  I  am  to  "the  old 
Maryland  line,"  and  connected  as  I  am  with  the 
;  men  who  rushed  to  arms  in  "  the  second  war  of  in- 
ji  dependence" — a  native  Marylander  myself,  reared 
i  and  educated  in  Annapolis  and  Baltimore,  I  am 
j  notwithstanding  compelled  to  stand  to-day  before  a 
j  mass  meeting  of  Marylanders  to  defend  my  reputa- 
tion for  truth  and  honor,  against  the  rude  assault? 
of  "an  outsider."  (Laughter.) 

I  have  been  charged  in  the  market  place,  in  front 
of  my  office,  (at  a  mass  meeting  called  for  the  pur- 
pose,) charged  I  say,  by  J.  G.  Sevjeu,  or  Seveb, 
Esq.,  with  "  issuing  out  of  my  dwelling  soon 
after  daybreak,  to  propogate  slander  in  the  mar- 
ket place  among  apple  women,  and  drunkards, 
fresh  from  the  drinking  houses,  with  their  breath 
strong  with  the  fumes  of  grog,  in  order  to  break 
the  force  of 'Senator*  Sever' s  speech  of  the  previous 
night" — made  within  eleven  steps  of  my  parlor 
window. 

In  answer  to  what  I  have  to  say,  that  10  not 
know  of  any  grog  shop  near  the  market-house, 
and  this,  allow  me  to  say,  speaks  volumes  in  favor 
of  the  market  people  of  this  country. 

I  am  not  aware  of  having  met  any  one  just  from 
a  grog  shop.  And  on  the  honor  of  a  man,  and  on 
the  truth  of  one  who  has  been  for  thirty  years  an 
itinerant  Methodist  preacher,  I  declare,  that  I  did 
not  see  or  converse  with  any  "apple  wowen."  I 
met  one  of  your  young  physicians,  but  I  did  not 
know  that  your  town  doctors  were  "  apple  women,"  § 
(great  laughter.)  I  met  butter  women  and  meat 
men  there,  and  I  bought  my  meat  from  a  Whig 
butcher,  and  my  butter  from  a  worthy  young 
woman,  whose  politics  I  did  not  inquire  into, 
(laughter?)  one  thing,  however,  is  very  certain,  she 
makes  most  excellent  butter,  (renewed  laughter?) 
but  suppose  I  did  go  among  "apple  women,"  are 
not  "apple  women"  in  their  place  just  as  good  as 
any  other  kind  of  women.  (Laughter.)  But  do  you 
not  see  in  this  allusion  to  "apple  women,"  the 
evidence  of  contempt  for  the  laboring  poor,  the  hp 
of  scorn  curled  at  "  the  common  people  ?" 

But  "  I  ought  to  have  been  in  my  Church"  it 
was  said  "or  at  the  alter  of  my  God." — My  con- 
gregation, fellow- citizens,  do  not  go  to  church  so 
early  in  the  moming,  and  as  regards  "  bowing  at  the 
alter  of  my  God,"  I  never  once  a  year  leave  my 
chamber  a  of  morning  without  bowing  down  be- 
fore my  maker. 

I  wait  upon  myself — I  employ  no  lackeys — I 
carry  my  own  market  basket — I  did  it  in  Baltimore 
for  years,  when  I  had  charge  of  the  three  largest 
stations  in  that  city,  believing  with  "  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,"  that  no  man  should  be  ashamed  to  carry 
his  own  dinner.  (Laughter.)  I  had  been  to  mar- 
ket three  times,  I  think,  and  I  had  finished  my  pur- 
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chases,  or  nearly  so,  and  you  know  gentlemen  by 
experience  that  unless  you  are  early  at  our  market 
you  have  to  come  away  with  rather  empty  baskets. 
On  that  morning  (not  in  the  market-house  but  out- 
side) I  met  the  younger  Dr.  Ritchie,  who  accosted 
me  familiarly  with  "well  Mr.  Slie.er,  were  you  con- 
verted I  the  speech  last  night  ?"  Here  I  wish  to 
premise  that  /  never  attended  political  meetings 
of  eitl.  <  r  >arty. 

Were  I  in  Baltimore  city  instead  of  Frederick 
city,  I  would  not  deign  to  make  it  a  defence,  I  would- 
scorn  to  attempt  it — Mere  it  would  not  be  necessary, 
there  1  am  known,  but  not  so  well  known  here — 
you  will,  however,  know  me  better,  if  God  lets  me 
live  until  the  Hose  of  the  Conference  year.  I  said 
that  I  am  kaown  in  Baltimore — I  served  five  years 
apprenticeship  there  to  an  honest  mechanical  calling. 
I  came  out  of  my  apprenticeship  there  in  my  21s' 
year,  and  entered  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer- 
ence as  an  itinerant  Preacher;  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  year  of  my  ministery,  I  was  appointed  as  a 
Junior  Preacher  in  the  largest  station  in  that  city. 
The  present  Bishop  Waugh,  being  in  charge,  (to 
whom  I  refer  you  for  my  character.)  I  came  here 
last  Spring  from  the  Baltimore  city  station,  where 
I  had  charge  of  1,600  Church  members,  besides  all 
the  outsiders  who  waited  on  the  ministry  of  my- 
self and  my  two  colleagues.  I  came  here  not  of 
my  seeking,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
Methodist  people  in  Frederick.  Is  not  this  true  ? 
The  leading  Methodist  here  will  tell  you  that  I 
.  never  sought  Ms  station.  (A  voice  in  the  crowd, 
"  that's  a  fact.") 

I  have  filled  the  most  important  stations  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  and  I  have  heen  offered  the 
most  desirable  and  important  stations  on  the  Atlan- 
tic seaboard,  which  I  declined,  because  I  prefered  to 
remain  ' 1  among  my  own  people."  And  yet  I  am 
drivan  to  the  necessity  of  defending  my  character 
against  the  attacks  of  a  stranger,  who  has  told  you 
that  he  is  1,500  miles  from  home — some  persons, 
fellow  citizens,  always  fare  best  where  they  are 
least  known. 

But  to  return  to  my  narrative.  The  Docor  ac 
costed  me  with,  "well  Mr.  Slicer,  were  you  con- 
verted by  the  speech  last  night,"  (I  had  had  many 
a^friendly  chat  in  the  street  with  him,  and  supposed 
him  to  be  a  friend  of  mine,  he  knew  also,  that  as 
the  meeting  was  held  opposite  my  parlor  window, 
that  I  must  have  heard  the  speech) — "to  which 
question  I  replied,  Doctor,  when  you  want  to  con- 
vert me,  you  will  have  to  bring  forward  a  speaker 
other  than  that  gentleman."  "What  about  him," 
asked  the  Doctor,  to  which  I  replied:  "the  less 
you  say  about  him  the  better."  "  What  do  you 
know  about  him,"  continued  he,  when  I  said  "  he 
was  expelled  from  the  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. for  lieing,  and  I  have  the  proof  at  hand, 
from  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  New  Orleans 
District." 

At  this  point  Mr-  Slicer  asked  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Harden,  who  was  sitting  by:  iiMr.  Harden&Hd 
you  not  hear  young  Dr.  Ritchie  repeat  this  at  the 
store  of  the  Messrs.  Hunt  ?"  To  which  Dr.  Har- 
den replied,  "I  did  sir,  verbatim.^ 


Doctor  Ritchie,  who  was  in  the  crowd,  made  a 
remark,  which  was  not  distinctly  hear!'  by  the  re- 
porter, but  believed  to  be  to  the  effect,  "that^he 
statement  was  not  exactly  correct,  but  nearly  so." 

Mr.  Slicer  said  it  is  my  time  now  (cries  of 

"goon.")  It  was  noised  abroad  that  I  had  said 
so  and  so  to  the  gentleman,  when  one  of  the  best 
Whigs  in  town,  one  of  the  most  worthy  gentlemen 
in  the  community,  my  recording  steward,  came  to 
my  office  and  said:  "  Have  you  a  letter  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Sever."  I  replied  "I  have."  "I  want  to 
see  it,"  he  remarked.  I  said  "you  shall,"  and 
produced  it  from  my  desk.  I  showed  the  letter  to 
the  gentleman;  he  read,  and  said  "I  am  satisfied, 
and  retired  to  inform  the  Whig  Central  Committee 
(on  behalf  of  one  of  whom  he  came)  that  I  had 
the  proof  of  all  I  had  said,  and  more.  (A  voice 
in  the  crowd,  "  what  is  it,"  "let  us  have  what  the 
paper  is  about."  Be  patient,  continued  Mr.  Slicer, 
and  you  shall;  it  is  post  marked  New  Orleans, 
November  18,  1850,  and  was  addressed  to  as  re- 
spectable a  gentleman  as  can  be  found  in  Balti- 
more, and  who  had  been  several  times  spoken  of  as 
the  nominee  of  the  Whig  party  for  Mayor  of  that 
city. 

I,  after  the  interview  at  my  office,  in  which  I 
showed  the  letter  to  a  single  gentleman,  and  he  a 
Whig,  met  the  young  Doctor,  and  said:  1  do  not 
desire  to  have  any  collisio?i  with  Mr.  Sever,  nor 
do  I  desire  to  raise  an  issue  with  any  citizen  of 
Frederick — such  things  are  not  to  my  taste;  but 
if  the  thing  is  forced  upon  me,  and  they  will 
have  it,  they  shall  have  it,  and  /  will  not  be  madz 
out  a  liar  with  the  documents  in  my  possession  to 
prove  the  truth  of  all  I  have  said."  This  is  what 
I  said  to  Doctor  Ritchie  in  the  street. 

Fellow-citizens:  I  am  a  man  of  peace,  and  I 
had  rather  at  any  time  deliver  two  sermons.,  and 
pray  over  penitents  till  mindnight,  than  be  com- 
pelled to  defend  myself  from  the  assaults  of  any 
body. 

And  I  am  truly  sorry  that  "  the  eloquent  ser- 
mons" which  the  gentleman  Hold  you  "he  had 
heard  -me  preach  in  Baltimore,  on  Repentance," 
did  not  avail  to  his  conviction,  anAin  bringing  him 
to  his  knees  as  a  penitent  at  the  alter  of  the  Eutaw 
Church,  instead  of  his  being  occupied  in  placing 
his  mustached  lip  to  the  ears  of  other  penitents. 
If  my  eloquence  had  not  been  lost  on  him,  I  should 
have  been  saved  the  disagreeable  task  which  I  per- 
form this  day. 

This  gentleman  told  you  at  the  market- house  (I 
suppose  to  raise  a  laugh  at  may  expense)  that 
"The  clerical  gentleman,  my  .Reverend  slanderer, 
the  very  Fev.  Henry  Slicer,  is  known  all  over 
this  country  as  the  Methodist  War-horse."  Some 
scribbler  or  oth^r,  in  speaking  of  my  preach- 
ing at  a  camp-meeting,  called  me  "  The  War- 
horse  of  Methodism."  I  wonder  who  it  was.?  "  Mr. 
Stenographer,  can.  you  inform  me  V  (The  re- 
porter replied,  being  thus  directly  appealed  to,  that 
the  title  was  bestowed  by  general  acquiescence.) 
I  did  not  fancy  the  title  at  first,  but  I  heard  it  so 
often,  that  at  last  I  became  reconciled  to  it,  (laugh- 
ter,) and  gave  consent  that  I  should  be  so  con- 
sidered, (much  merriment.)    Thus  receiving  my 
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name  or  title,  as  Mr.  Wesley  and  his  associates 
did  theirs,  originally,  who  were  first  called  Meth- 
odists in  derision  ;  and  although  the  name  was 
theirs,  given  originally,  yet  our  jarge  denomination 
now  answers  to  the  name,  wherever  they  are  known, 
in  ail  the  world. 

I  have  spent  many  more  days  in  warring  for 
Methodism — defending  her  doctrines,  discipline, 
and  usages  against  the  attacks  of  her  enemies, 
than  I  have  spent  hours  in  defending  Henry  Slicer  ; 
and  while  I  live  and  have  the  power  to  do  so,  that 
form  of  Christianity,  which  the  great  Dr.  Chal- 
mers said  was  "  Christianity  in  earnest,"  shajl  not 
want  an  advocate  and  defender.  If  there  shall 
arise  a  necessity  for  the  "  War  horse"  or  "  Wheel- 
horse,"  he  is  ready  to  put  forth  his  efforts. 
(Laughter.) 

Fellow-citizens,  now  for  the  plain  narative,  and 
"  you  will  see  how  plain  a  tale  "  will  put  this  mat- 
ter right — 

About  this  time  two  years  ago,  or  a  little  before 
this  time  (if  my  memory  serves  me,)  while  I  was 
stationed  at  the  Eutaw  street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  one  of  the  Pas 
tors  of  the  Baltimore  City  station,  I  espied  in  the 
congregation,  a  few  seats  in  front  of  the  alter,  (du- 
ring a  Revival  of  Religion  in  said  Church) — a  tall 
venerable  looking  man,  with  an  enormous  coat  ,  of 
hair  on  his  upper  lip. 

He  looked  devout,  very  '! — and  although  I  have 
never  been  accused  before  of  being  "a  toady,  as 
was  charged  upon  me  at  the  Market-house  by  the 
Colonel" — yet  I  have  had  some  reputation  for  at- 
tentions and  hospitality  to  stranges,  and  have  kept 
open  house  sometimes  for  their  benefit,  and  was 
always  pleased  to  see  my  friends  of  all  sects  in 
religion,  and  all  parties  in  politics. 

Seeing  this  man  was  a  stranger,  and  observing 
him  to  be  looking  steadily  at  me,  when  the  meet- 
ing closed,  I  spoke  to  him  and  offered  him  my 
hand.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  very  dull,  but  really, 
I  could  not  see  any  kind  of  proof  hanging"  about 
him  to  show  that  he  was  either  a  "  Colonel"  or  a 
"  Senator "  or  a  "  Judge." 

He  told  you  an  Saturday  in  his  speech,  that  "1 
had  a  habit  of  calling  on  great  people,"  and  hence 
I  had  calPd  on  htm,  because  I  considered  him  to  be 
somebody  you  know;  (Laughter)  well,  he  had  not 
his  "Epaulettes"  on,  nor  the  "Judge's  ermine,'' 
nor  did  I  see  the  "  Senators  credentials,''  and  yet 
I  spoke  to  him  as  a  stranger — T  knew  not  where 
he  lived — I  had  no  idea  of  it — he  informed  me, 
however,  that  he  not  long  had  much  acquintance 
with  the  methodists — that  he  boarded  at  No.  6  Gay 
St.,  and  would  be  glad  if  I  would  call  on  him,  as 
he  had  his  wife  with  him — yet  I  never  called  on 
him  until  the  second  or  third  invitation  was  given 
by  him  in  the  Rev.  J.  Cook's  Bookstore,  in  Balti- 
more st.  near  Gay — I  then  accompanied  him  to  his 
boarding  house,  and  was  introduced  to  his  wife. 

During  that  interview  he  said  to  me,  that  he 
would  be  glad  if  I  could  direct  them  to  a  boarding 
house  near  my  Church,  as  they  wished  to  attend 
my  Church,  and  they  were  now  compelled  to  go 
nearly  a  mile  to  do  so.  You  will  observe,  fellow- 
citizens,  that  in  order  to  reach  my  Church  he 


had  to  pass  many  Churches,  and  also  four  or  five 
Methodist  Churches  that  were  nearer  to  nim 
than  mine,  and  yet  I  was  such,  a  bright  par- 
ticlar  star  then  with  the  "  Colonel "  that  he  had  to 
change  his  boarding  house  to  gratify  his  desire  to 
be  near  me.  In  compliance  with  his  request  I 
aided  him  in  procuring  a  boarding  house  in  sight 
of  the  Church  door. 

•  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  meetings  at  Eutaw, 
to  be  sure,  some  of  the  leading  men  among  his 
Whig  freinds,  did  not  fancy  his  mustach,  and 
wanted  him  driven  from  the  Alter,  as  they  had 
never  before  seen  a  mustach'  brought  in  contact 
with  the  eares  of  mourners  ;  one  of  them,  once  a 
Whig  office-holder,  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  "he 
would  quit  the  Alter  unles  that  man  quit ;"  I  had 
to  interpose  and  protect  the  "Col."  I  said  to  the 
objectors  "  let  the  man  alone,  his  wearing  hair  on 
his  upper  Up  is  a  mere  matter  of  taste,  your 
taste  is  to  shave  your  upper  lip,  his  taste  is  dif- 
ferent, and  I  suppose  it  is  common  in  New  Or- 
leans to  wear  the  '  moustache, '  and  he  has  as 
much  right  to  his  taste  as  you  have  to  yours,  and 
dont  you  know  that  the  pictures  of  the  old  saints 
represent  them  as  wearing  a  great  deal  of  beard  ; 
now  unless  you  know  something  ag<iinst  him 
other  than  his  "heard,  I  will  protect  hin^.,,  That 
is  what  I  said  in  his  defence,  in  reply  to  those  good 
brethern,  who  could  not  fellowship  his  beard.  You 
see  gentlemen,  that  I  have  carried  my  spirit  of 
toleration  so  far  as  not  to  be  willing  even  to  have 
a  "  moustache"  proscribed,  at  a  Methodis  Alter  in 
a  Revival  meeting. 

And  I  kept  his  Whig  friends  from  driving  him 
from  the  Alter. 

But  what  was  my  surprise  when  a  respectable 
and  excellent  Presbyterian  lady  called  me  to  her  in 
the  aisle.  (I  want  the  respectable — the  first  fami- 
lies in  Frederick  to  hear  this,  for  this  lady  is  a  con- 
nection of  theirs  by  marriage,)  I  say  a  Presbyte- 
rian— not  a  Methodist  lady — a  member  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Backus'  Church,  said  to  me,  "  Mr.  Slicer  do 
you  know  that  person  about  the  Alter  with  a  mous- 
tache?" I  replied,  "madam,  I  don't  know  much 
about  him,  but  I  believe  that  he  is  a  respectable 
Methodist  from  New  Orleans" — she  added  there  is 
something  wrong  about  that  man,  and  if  you  don't 
take  care  you  will  have  religion  disgraced. 
(Laughter.)  This  came  upon  me  like  a  clap  of 
thunder  from  a  clear  sky,  (for  his  wife  had  handed 
me  a  certificate  of  membership,  which  although  it 
was  old,  my  colleagues  and  myself  agreed  to  receive, 
as  she  stated  that  her  health  had  been  bad,  and  she 
had  been  moving  about,  and  had  found  no  oppor- 
tunity to  present  it  earlier;  I  assigned  her  to  a  class 
in  the  Church,  met  by  Mr.  Castle,  on  Monday,  at 
3  o'clock;  when  I  asked  him  for  his  certificate,  he 
said  it  was  not  important  for  him  to  bring  one,  and 
waived  the  subject.  I  inquired  of  the  lady  just 
now  referred  to,  what  she  knew  about  him,  when 
she  replied  that  one  of  her  family  had  received  a 
letter  from  New  Orleans  cautioning  him  against 
this  man.  And  added  you  had  better  wjite  to  New 
Orleans,  or  get  some  one  to  write,  in  order  to  learn 
his  character.    You  will  take  notice  fellow-citi- 
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zens,  that  he  had  in  the  meantime  been  engaged 
with  the  mourners  at  the  High  st.  Church,  had 
opened  the  East  Baltimore  Quarterly  Conference 
with  prayer,  in  presence  of  the  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  North  Baltimore  District,  had  accompanied  the 
P.  E.  to  the  camp  meeting  in  Carroll  county, 
where  he  was  seen  seated  in  the  Alter  by  a  respec- 
table lawyer  of  this  city,  now  before  me. 

One  of  my  class  leaders  (than  whom  there  is  no 
more  respectable  or  reliable  man  in  Baltimore  city) 
wrote  to  the  Presiding  Elder  of  theN.  Orleans  Dis- 
trict, in  regard  to  the  "Col."  And  this  is  the  let 
ter  (Mr.  Sheer  holding  it  up)  which  was  received 
in  answer,  and  handed  to  me. 

Now  to  the  letter.  Do  you  want  to  hear  it  ? 
(Cries  of  "ye**;"  "yes,"  "let's  have  it,"  "read," 
"read  it.") 

I  don't  want  to  read  it  all,  (cries  of  "we  want 
to  hear  the  whole  of  it") 

Gentlemen,  while  I  expect  to  die,  I  declare  that 
I  never  had  in  this  heart  of  mine  any  animosity 
against  this  man,  and  /  extremely  regert  the  neces- 
sity which  compels  me  in  this  public  manner  to 
say  anything  ub>>ut  Mm.    ("The  letter.") 

I  have  been  charged  with  having  a  desire  "to 
hunt  this  man." 

If  I  had  wanted  to  hunt  him,  I  could  have  hunted 
him  in  Baltimore,  in  the  midst  of  180,000  people 
where  he  was  little  known  and  I  was  well  known 
there.  I  could  have  had  ample  hunting  ground. 
I  have  had  this  letter  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, in  my  possession  for  nearly  twenty-two 
months,  and  yet  I  am  not  sure  that  six  persons 
in  Baltimore  ever  saw  them. 

I  have  never  beon  a  man  fond  of  hunting  peo- 
ple. I  never  sued  a  man  for  money,  or  on  any 
other  account,  and  never  was  sued  myself.  I  have 
always  paid  my  debts.  And  although  I  have  often 
been  counsel  for  the  defense,  I  never  had  any  con- 
nection with  a  prosecution,  either  as  a  witness, 
or  prosecutor,  in  Church  or  State. 

I  obtained  this  testimony  in  order  to  save  the 
Methodist  Church  from  imposition,  and  the  cause 
of  religion  from  reproach. 

And  if,  after  I  am  done  with  my  defense,  the 
citizens  here  choose  to  lie  down  in  bed  with  the 
gentlemen,  or  to  introduce  him  to  their  wives  and 
daughters,  as  a  suitable  associate,  they  have  my 
full  consent  to  consult  tkeir  own  taste  in  this  re- 
gard. 

Now  open  your  ears,  this  letter  is  decidedly  rich 
(laughter.)  It  is  signed  by  the  Rev.  John  C.  Keener, 
Preacher  in  charge  of  Paydres  street  station,  and 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  New  Orleans  District.  This 
gentleman  was  at  my  house  in  Baltimore,  in  the 
spring  of  1851,  on  his  way  to  Europe,  and  conver- 
sed with  me  in  regard  to  this  case — he  preached  to 
large  congregations  in  different  churches  in  Balti- 
more, with  great  eclat,  and  a  more  promising,  re- 
liable man  I  don't  know  ;  his  character  for  truth  is 
above  reproach  ;  among  honorable  men — although 
my  assailant  has  denounced  both  him  and  his 
honored  father,  in  the  "Herald"  office  here,  in 
presence  of  six  or  seven  leading  whigs — as  being 
(tleprous  from  head  to  foot — whose  very  touch  is 


leprousy — as  being  as  consumate  rascals  as  walk 
the  streets."  All  this  I  am  prepared  to  prove  by 
unimpeachable  testimony. 

I  will  not  read  all  the  letter,  only  enough  of  it 
to  prove  that  I  told  the  truth,  (cries  "oh  yes," 
"read  it  all,")  no,  no,  I  don't  like  to  do  it,  ("  let's 
hear  it  all.") 

Mr.  Slicer  reads  the  letter  : 

"New  Orleans,  Nov.  15,  1850. 

"  Dear  Father:  In  your  letter  of  the  sixth  in- 
stant, you  make  inquiry  about  a  Mr.  Joel  G.  Sevitr 
or  Joel  G.  Sever,  they  are  the  same  man."  I  will 
be  qualified,  said  Mr.  Slicer,  that  this  man  told  me 
in  Baltimore  that  he  is  an  own  cousin  of  the  Hon. 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas,  (an 
old  friend  of  mine,)  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Mexico,  and 
who  is  now  no  more;  I  thought  then  that  there  must 
be  some  mistake  about  the  relationship,  and  it  turns 
out  now  that  his  name  is  not  Sevier  but  Sever. 

I  continue  the  reading  of  the  letter: 

"In  reply  I  send  you  within  the  action  brought 
by  the  State,  at  the  suggestion  of  J.  G.  S.,  against 
the  Editors  of  one  of  our  city  papers,  which  had 
published  him  for  a  very  base  character.  You  will 
see  that  the  Editors  were  acquitted,  thus  confirm- 
ing by  the  decision  of  the  jury  all  that  had  been 
said  of  said  Sever. 

"I  subsequently  brought  him  up  upon  charges 
of  immortality  in  several  specifications  and  he  was 
found  guilty  and  expelled.  The  1st  was,  ( In  hav- 
ing abandoned  a  wife  and  children  in  Water  town, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  who  it  is  probable  are 
still  living,  as  was  proved  in  the  prosecution  of  J. 
Graham  for  libel  in  the  1st  District  Court  of  La., 
on  the  10th  of  May,  instant' 

"The  2nd  'In  having  during  the  progress  of 
said  presecution,  denied  ever  having  had  a  first 
wife  and  children." 

"The  other  specifications  were  upon  denial  of 
facts  found  in  said  trial. 

"  After  having  obtained  from  the  Church  60 
days  to  get  proof,  which  he  said  could  be  got,  he 
left  the  city  the  day  before  the  one  fixed  for  his 
trial.  The  committee  had  ample  proof  of  his  guilt, 
as  you  will  see,  and  had  the  original  manuscripts 
of  the  letters  and  certificates,  &c,  which  you  see 
printed." 

Now,  fellow-citizens,  are  you  satisfied  ?  (Cries 
of  "go  on,"  "read.")  I  have  no  taste  for  making 
him  ridiculous.  He  compared  me  to  the  slimy 
serpent,  to  the  old  fellow  that  crept  into  the  garden 
of  Eden,  and  virtually  challenged  me  to  fight  a 
duel.  (Cries  of  "  let's  hear  the  whole  of  the  letter.") 
I  will  read  one  more  extract: 

' '  Sever's  licence  to  preach  was  taken  from  him 
two  years  ago.  He  is  a  plausible  .talker,  a  great 
boaster,  of  unfaltering  impudence,  even  when  over- 
whelmed with  facts." 

"He  is  a  great  boaster."  He  represented  him- 
self to  you  fellow-citizens,  at  the  market-house,  as 
coming  from  the  sick  chamber,  from  the  dying 
bed  of  that  great  man  Mr.  Clay,  as  the  represent 
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itive  of  that  great  mail's  opinions  and  wishes  to  (j 
he.  people,  of  Maryland  in  the  present  contest  He  II 
old  you  that-  he  had  conversed  three  hours  with  | 
Gen.  Scott  just  before  the  Gen.  left  Washington; 
f.  r  the  West — he  told  you  some  of  the  conversa-  : 
tion — "I  said  General  I  believe  Michigan  will  go  1 
fur  you;  and  he  replied  'Colonel'  I  have  spent  a  | 
good  deal  of  time  among  those  people,  &c 

He  told  you  that  fihe  dined  a  few  days  ago  with  I] 
the  model  President.'  Millard  Fillmore,  and  the 
Heads  of  Department"  and  that  "he  did  not  wish  [I 
the  clerical  gentleman,  his  reverend  traducer,  to  B 
suppose  that  they  were  so  much  at  a  loss  for  a  topic 
of  conversation  at  the  President's  table,  as  once  to 
name  me." 

Gentlemen,  does  not  this  letter  contain  his  pic-  D 
ture?  did  he  not  set  for  this  likeness }  Hogarth's 
pencil  never  painted  a  more  life  like  picture.    Is  it  | 
not  rich'    (Cries  of  yes,  yes"  and  laughter.) 

The  letter  further  proceeds — 

"  He  can  pray  like  a  Bishop!  "    He  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  to  the  surprise  of  every  one,  and  i 
the  great  mortification  of  his  party."    Now,  you  i 
know  what  party  can  do — Democratic  or  Whig 
party  drill,  in  electing  bad  men  to  office.    And,  if  I 
the  people  of  New  Orleans  are  as  bad,  aye,  if  they 
are  half  as  bad  as  he  told  me  in  Baltimore  they  were,  j 
I  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  made  him  their  | 
king!    (Laughter.)    I  said  to  him,  in  Baltimore,  j 
one  day  that  I  had  thought  sometimes  that  I  would  R 
like  to  spend  a  winter  in  New  Orleans  as  a  mis- 1 
siocary — to  which  he  replied,  that  "it  would  be  of  \ 
no  use,  you  could  do  no  good  there,  ?io  one  could 
do  any  good  there,  they  are  the  worst  populaiien 
this  side  of  Hell:"    If  this,  or  half  of  this,  be  true, 
lellow- citizens,  is  it  anything  remarkable  that  they 
should  elect  him  to  the  Legislature?    (Laughter.)  I 

It  has  been  said  by  some  of  the  enemies  of  the'; 
Methodist  Church,  (who  are  not  a  few  in  this  com-  j: 
taunity,)  that  if  he  is  a  liar  and  has  been  expelled,  j 
that  all  the  Methodists  are  liars,  and  ought  to  be  || 
expelled  also.    If  this  be  so,  it  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance, that  such  a  church  should  cast  out  such 
a  man .'    He  must,  therefore,  have  been  specially 
bad  when  so  corrupt  a  communion  could  not  en-  j 
dure  him.  (Laughter.) 

It  has  been  said  also  by  the  same  class  of  people,  j 
that  Mr.  Slicer  is  a  liar,  and  ought  also  be  expelled,  i 
Fellow-citizens,  there  is  a  difference  between  the  I 
Colonel's  case  and  mine — he  was  convicted  and  ex-  j 
pelled,  and,  when  I  am  convicted,  1  shall  share  the  j 
same  fate;  but  I  beg  leave  to  demur  at  being  exe- 
cuted before  conviction.' 

The  letter  further  proceeds:  "  The  members  of 
the  Church  here  believe  him  to  be  all  that  the  re- 
port shows.  I  know  him  well,  he  is  a  most  in- 
tolerable bore  and  spunge." 

Allow  me  to  ask,  how  many  farms  did  the  gen- 
tleman buy,  when  here  two  years  ago,  when  he 
appeared  at  the  Methodist  Church  on  Sabbath, 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  a  gentleman  (not  now 
a  member,)  and  was  called  on  at  the  hotel  on 
Sabbath  (by  a  hig  gentleman,  then  a  Methodist, 
and  a  physician)  as  a  member  of  the  Church  from 
Z\ew  Or  leant. 


The  gentleman  "liked  the  conservative  position 
of  Maryland,"  and  wanted  to  retire  from  the  bustle 
of  New  Orleans,"  and  wanted  to  settle  near-Balti- 
more, and  how  many  rides  he  took  in  gentlemen's 
carriages,  to  look  at  and  price  their  country  seats, 
this  deponent  will  not  undertake  to  tell. 

Now,  fellow  citizens,  you  perceive  that  this 
letter  covers  two  facts  separate  and  distinct,  occur- 
ing  two  years  apart,  namely :  1st,  in  the  summer 
of  1850,  he  was  expelled  from  the  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,-  2d,  that  two  years  pre- 
vious! v  hit  license  as  a  preacher  was  taken  from 
him.  These  two  facts  he  has  utterly  denied.  And 
moreover  he  has  stated  in  this  town  within  ten  days 
that  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
And  when  confronted  by  one  of  my  stewards  with 
the  facts  of  his  expulsion,  said  that  he  had  a  quar- 
rel with  the  preacher  about  not  having  tried  a  man 
whom  he  (Sever)  had  accused;  and,  considering  the 
preacher  "a  rascal,"  he  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Church. 

He  shall  not  escape,  fellow-citizens,  by  any  at- 
tempt to  blink  the  question,  by  making:  a  new  and 
false  issus.  I  never  said  that  he  was  deprived  of  his 
license  to  preach  in  1850,  but  that  they  were  taken 
from  him  2  years  before.  Now  what  becomes  of 
his  argument  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  con- 
stitution of  Louisiana,  and  his  being  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1850.  I  shall  show  you  before  I  am  done, 
from  his  own  testimony  given  under  oath  in  the 
New  Orleans  Court,  in  the  libel  case  of  J.  Graham, 
that  he  admitted,  nay,  stated  that  he  had  been  a 
preacher,  and  that  his  license  had  been  refused  be- 
cause 4  he  had  dabbled  too  much  in  politics.'  And 
yet  you  heard  him  on  Saturday  last  aver  that  he  had 
never  been  a  public  teacher  of  religion,  and  at- 
tempted to  prove  it  by  reference  to  the  constitution 
of  Louisiana.  You  heard  him  say,  also,  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  learn  what  I  had  charged  him 
with,  and  you  saw  him  refer  to  the  article  in  the 
Citizen  paper,  for  which  I  was  in  no  way  responsi- 
ble, and  with  which  I  had  no  connection,  (for  I 
have  never  been  in  the  Citizen  office,  and  had  no 
intercourse  with  its  conductors.)  And  although 
he  so  averred  in  the  presence  of  hundreds,  I  can 
prove  by  as  respectable  a  whig  gentleman  (an  offi- 
cer of  my  Church)  as  can  be  found  in  this  city,  that 
he  did  know  specifically  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  charge  I  made,  for  the  gentleman  had  repeated 
to  him  in  the  Herald  office,  on  last  Saturday  week, 
in  the  presence  of  five  or  six  other  gentlemen,  the 
points  contained  in  the  letter,  which  he  had  called 
on  me  and  seen,  and  which  I  have  just  read  to  you. 

Fellow-citizens:  any  jury  of  twelve  honest  men, 
who  had  seen  a  little  of  the  world,  would  only 
need  to  hear  one  of  his  political  speeches,  to 
perceive  from  hi*  manner,  and  from  his  interlard- 
ing his  speeches  with  Scriptural  allusion  that  he 
had  been  in  the  pulpit^  as  well  as  on  the  stump. 
You  heard  him  allude  to  the  case  of  the  man  in 
the  gospel  who  came  to  the  marriage  feast,  when 
he  said,  "when  the  feliows  credentials  were  exam- 
ined, he  was  kicked  out.,J  You  heard  his  attempt 
to  give  a  Theological  and  critical  exposition  of  St. 
Paul's  Epistle  to  Philamon,  in  regard  to  the  fugi- 
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tive  slave.  I  wish  to  say,  by  the  way,  that  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  his  particular  friend  Mr.  Seward 
would  thank,  him  for  such  criticisms  as  those  he 
gave  on  the  occasion.  (Laughter.)  It  was  a  little 
too  much  the  ultra  Southern  stripe  $  he  said  "  sla- 
very is  an  institution  of  God." 

Fellow  citizens:  you  will  recollect  that  may  ac 
cuser  had  the  coolness  to  tell  you,  on  Saturday  last, 
as  he  stood  upon  the  rostrum  within  ten  or  fifteen 
steps  of  my  office  window,  where  he  was  placed 
by  his  aiders  ami  endorsers  ;  I  say,  he  had  the  cool- 
ness to  tell  you  that  "he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
clerical  gentleman  was  then  in  some  corner  listen- 
ing to  him  and  taking  notes."  I  am  not  fond  of 
corners,  but  I  was  setting  then  at  my  desk  in  my 
office  with  my  books  and  papers  before  and  beside 
me. 

In  some  regards  gentlemen,  I  am  like  the  great 
"expounder  and  defender  of  the  Constitution," 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster.  Like  him  I  have  an  annual 
visit  of  Influenza  or  "summer  Catarrh,"  from 
which  I  am  not  yet  enrirely  recovered — and  like 
him,  "  1  never  take  a  step  backwards  "  when  I 
know  1  am  right,  and  could  not  be  induced  to 
run  out  of  my  own  office,  although  it  was  bruited 
about  town,  that  I  was  to  be  skinned  alive. 

Gentlemen:  /  was  listin/ng  in  conscious  inno- 
cence of  any  wrong-doing;  my  wife  and  chidren 
were  listening  also,  and  although  I  have  been  a 
man  of  family  for  live  and  twenty  years,  my  family 
were  never  insulted  at  their  own  door  before. 

They  who  provided  the  insult  as  a  repast  for 
themselves,  can  make  the  most  of  it.  It  is  for 
them  to  consider  whether  in  after  life,  and  in  the 
seclusion  of  the  chamber  of  sickness  and  of  death, 
their  conduct  in  cheering  on  my  assailant,  will  add 
either  to  their  respectability,  or  their  mental 
quiet. 

You  were  told,  fellow-citizens,  at  the  Market- 
house,  that  "I  am  known  all  all  over  the  coun- 
try as  a  politician  oj  the  deepest  dye  " — and  an 
attemp  was  made  to  make  the  impression  that  I 
was  intolerant  and  proscriptive,  and  inclined  to 
persecute  better  men,  as  my  assailant  pronounced 
himself  to  be.  I  was  classed  by  him  with  the 
Hon.  Messrs.  Soule,  Rhett,  Van  Buren,  B.  F. 
Butler,  and  others,  as  supporting  Gen.  Pierce.  If 
he  had  not  told  you  this  in  the  public  Market 
Place  1  am  sure  I  never  should  have  published  it 
from  a  rostrum.  It  is  such  as  he,  allow  me  to  say, 
gentlemen,  who  have  given  such  publicity  to  my 
political  position.  I  have  not  heard  a  political 
speech  for  years,  neither  Whig  nor  Democratic, 
until  my  assailant  was  brought  under  my  own  par- 
lor window  to  make  one.  I  listened,  without  being 
either  converted  myself  or  ever  dreaming  that  any 
one  else  would  be. 

WThen  my  friends  from  Baltimore  were  here, 
Ex-Senator  Stewart,  (my  personal  friend,)  and 
C.  F.  Mayer,  esq  ,  (and  old  friend  of  my  father,) 
and  other  gentlemen,  I  did  not  hear  them  speak ; 
because  I  do  not  go  to  political  meetings.  In  regard 
to  the  deep  dye  of  my  politics,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  have  been  the  friend  of  good  men  of  all 
parties;  and,  if  you  will  just  pay  my  expenses  to 


Washington,  (as  I  am  not  rich,  and  cannot  afford 
I  to  travel  at  my  expense  for  your  accommodation,} 
j  I  will  take  you  to  the  public  offices  and  introduce 
!  you  to  as  good  Whigs  as  there  are  in  Frederick — 
j  Whigs  whom  I  took  pains  to  have  put  into  office, 
and  others  retained,  under  Democratic  Administra- 
tions as  well  as  under  Whig.  I  do  not  know  that 
my  friends  will  thank  me  for  it,  but  it  is  the 
truth — and  I  am  here  to  tell  the  truth.  (Laugh- 
ter, and  a  voice  in  the  crowd,  "you  did  right.") 
I  felt  that  I  did  right  to  help  poor  and  worthy 
men  with  helpless  families.  I  am  intolerant, 
a  deep  dyed  politician,  am  I?  Well,  we  will  see. 
I  have  been  proverbial  for  my  toleration..  Go  ask 
the  Masons  and  Odd-Fellows  of  my  Conference, 
and  others  not  in  Conference,  if  any  attempt  has 
been  made  against  members  of  secret  societies,  to 
interfere  with  their  rights  and  liberties,  for  twenty- 
five  years  past,  and  I  have  stood  silently  by,  with 
folded  arms,  instead  of  rushing  to  the  breach  for 
their  defence.  This  I  have  done,  not  because  I 
was  a  member  of  any  secret  society,  (which  I  am 
not,)  but  because  I  go  for  the  largest  liberty,  com- 
patable  with  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

And  when  the  notorious  Leahay,  the  Monk  of 
La  Trappe,  (as  he  is  called,)  came  twice  into  my 
charge  ;  first,  in  Gergetown,  and  then  here,  and 
wanted  to  use  my  Church  and  pulpit  for  his  Lec- 
tures. I  told  him  that  I  had  no  use  for  his  services. 
I  refer  to  the  man  now  under  arrest,  upon  the 
charge  of  murder,  and  I  don't  wonder  at  his  pres- 
ent fate.    So  much  for  my  intolerence. 

I  never  had  any  great  education.  When  some 
of  you  were  at  college,  I  was  learning  a  mechani- 
cal calling,  working  early  and  late.  Eut  thanks 
to  God,  so  far  I  have  kept  my  head  above  water, 
and  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  destined  to  sink  here  in 
Frederick.  As  to  the  attemp  to  hunt  me  down, 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  it  is  all  in  vain.  It 
cannot  be  done.  The  more  I  am  hunted,  the 
more  my  heart  is  nerved  to  stand  up  and  battle 
for  the  light. 

Ask  Hon.  John  Slingerland  the  former  anti-rent 
member  from  Albany  District,  N.  Y.,  who  attacked 
me  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  "  Weed's  "  pa- 
per, the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  in  regard  to 
the  fugitive  slaves  of  the  schooner  "Pearl,"  I 
say  ask  him  if  he  was  answered  to  his  hearts  con- 
tent. And  I  here  take  occasion  to  say  that  although 
Mr.  Slingerland  apologized  to  me  at  Wasington, 
in  December  1849,  in  the  presence  of  a  member 
of  Congress,  and  deeply  regretted,  that  his  name 
had  been  used  in  such  connection,  stating  that 
there  were  persons  connected  with  that  atttack, 
move  guilty  than  he  who  had  since  deceived  him, 
yet  the  New  York  "Tribune,"  edited  by  Horace 
j  Greely,  and  other  papers  of  that  stipe,  have  never 
to  this  day  had  even  the  justice  to  publish  my  de- 
fence, although  requested  to  do  so. 

I  will  not  attack  any  man  without  cause,  and  he 
who  attacks  me  must  take  the  consequences. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  you  from  the  doc- 
uments I  hold  in  my  hand  upon  what  the  Metho- 
I  dist  Church  proceded  in  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Sev- 
er from  said  Church  in  the  summer  of  1 850.  I 
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hold  in  ray  hand  the  account  of  the  trial  of  J.  Gra- 
ham  for  libel  in  the  First  District  Court  of  New  Or-  ' 
leans — Judge  McHenry  presiding. 

I  do  not  wish  to  read  the  whole  acount  of  the  tri-  j 
al — hut  only  so  muclnf^  to  justify  the  decision  of 
the  Church  which  was  upon  the  evidence  in  the  j 
Criminal  or  Court  suit — (cries  of  "Head  it  all")  j 
Mr.  Slicer  replied  "  No,  T  do  not  want  to  do  so."  | 

I  only  wish  to  vindicate  the  Churchy  and  to  \ 
show  that  I  have  not  borne  false  witness  in  this 
case. 

The  report  of  the  trial  is  found  in  the  New  Or- 
leans "True  Delta"  of  May  11,  14  &  15,  1850. 

I  am  not  responcible  for  this  report.  I  take  it 
ag  I  find  it  in  the  paper. 

Fellow-citizens,  you  will  observe  that  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Sever  were  published  in  the  "Cou- 
rier" on  the  28th  of  September,  1849.  (Part  of 
them  on  the  authority  of  Whig  newspapers  which 
had  assailed  Mr.  Sever,  when  he  was  a  Democrat, 
in  the  State  of  New  York.)  The  trial  came  on  in 
May  about  eight  months  after,  and  with  eight  months 
in  which  to  provide  the  evidence  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence of  the  matters  charged,  he  met  the  allegations 
solitary  and  alone  upon  the  witness  stand  as  the  sin- 
gle witness  for  the  prosecution,  rebutting  the  char-  j 
ges  urged  by  J.  Graham,  and  attempting  to  convict 
the  defendant  in  the  case  upon  his  naked  unsup- 
ported testimony.  But  to  "  The  True  Delta'',  of 
May  11,  1850. 

THE  SEVER  LIBEL  CASE. 

The  case  of  James  Graham,  accused  of,  while 
one  of  the  propiietors  and  Editors  of  the  Louisiana 
Courier,  writing  an  article  and  publishing  the  same 
in  the  paper  of  the  28  th  of  September  last,  libeling 
Joel  G.  Sever,  came  up  yesterday  for  trial  in  the 
First  District  Court.  The  article  in  question  as- 
sailed Sever  with  much  bitterness  for  his  alleged 
origination  and  circulation  of  a  calumny  in  relation 
to  the  family  of  Gen.  Walker,  and  then  entered 
into  the  public  and  private  history  of  Sever  himself. 

He  was  charged  with  abandoning  a  wife  and 
children  in  Watertown,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
who  it  is  probable  are  still  living  ;  with  stimulating 
deafness  and  dumbness,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing money  from  the  charitable,  with  having  been 
accused  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  of 
theft ;  with  drunkenness  ;  with,  when  an  alderman 
of  the  First  Municipality  Council,  levying  black 
mail  from  lewd  women,  Wxth  being  a  hypocrite,  who 
assumed  the  guise  of  religion  to  conceal  his  moral 
rapacity.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  allegations 
in  the  article  charged  to  be  libelous.  The  extreme 
penality  for  libel  is  two  years  imprisonment  and 
$1000  fine. 

The  District  Attorney  having  read  the  indict- 
ment, and  given  the  jury  the  legal  definition  of  a 
libel  testimony  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Slicer  here  remarked  that  the  first  part  of  the 
testimony  was  not  material  to  the  understanding  of 
the  case,  as  it  only  regarded  the  connection  of  J. 
Graham  with  the  paper  called  the  "Courier." 

Mr.  Sever  being  the  prosecuting  witness — Mr. 


Larue  being  counsel  for  the  defence,  put  to  him  the 
following  question: 

Did  you  ever  reside  in  Watertown,  New  York? 

Am.  Will  the  Court  please  give  the  law  in  re- 
lation to  such  questions  as  these.  I  appeal  to  it  for 
protection. 

Court — Has  the  District  Attorney  any  objection 
to  the  question? 

District  Attorney — Thought  itirrelevent  and  im- 
pertinent to'  the  matter  at  issue. 

Mr.  Larue.  One  of  the  statements  in  the  article, 
charged  to  be  libelous  is  that  he  "  deserted  and 
wholly  abandoned  a  wife  and  children,"  in  Water- 
ton,  New  York.  Now  by  the  act  of  1847,  in  all 
prosecutions  for  libel,  the  truth  of  the  statements  said 
to  be  libelous  is  to  be  admitted  in  justification. 

After  some  conversation,  the  court  ruled  the  ques- 
tion admissible. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  resided  in  Watertown, 
in  the  state  of  New  York? 

Answer.     I  stopped  there  a  short  time. 

Question.    Have  you  a  wife  there  ? 

Answer.  As  regards  any  thing  relating  to  my 
domestic  affairs,  I  refuse  and  shall  refuse  through- 
out the  investigation,  answering  such  questions. 
I  am  guarded  in  this  right  by  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  the  State,  and  invoke  the  protection  of 
the  Court  to  preserve  me  in  my  rights. 

Mr.  Larue.  The  law  protects  the  witness  from 
being  compelled  to  answer  questions,  the  replies  to 
which  might  subject  him  to  a  criminal  prosecution, 
or  bring  him  into  public  disgrace  or  contempt.  If 
he  chooses  to  say  he  declines  answering  on  these 
grounds  the  law  will  shield  him. 

The  court  ruled  that  Mr.  Larue's  interpretation 
of  the  law  was  correct.  * 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  wife  and  children 
in  Watertown,  N.  Y  ? 

Answer.  I  repeat  I  will  not  answer  any  ques- 
tion in  regared  to  my  domestic  family  affairs  — in 
relation  to  my  wife,  my  children,  my  father,  mother, 
brother  or  sister. 

Mr.  Larue.  Then,  as  Mr.  Sever  has  not  urged 
any  legal  objections  to  the  question,  we  insist  upon 
an  answer  or  an  enforcement  of  the  penalty. 

Mr.  Sever.  I  object  because  the  design  and  ef- 
fect would  be  to  bring  me  into  disfavor  and  con- 
tempt with  the  public. 

Mr.  Larue.    The  objection  is  satisfactory,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  two  or  three  children, 
or  one  child,  at  Watertown? 

Answer.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  it  is  a  wise 
child  who  knows  his  own  father,  and  I  will  add 
that  is  a  wise  father  who  knows  his  own  child.  I 
am  not  aware  that  I  had  any  children. 

Question.  Had  a  woman,  residing  in  Water- 
town,  reputed  to  be  your  wife,  children  reputed  to 
be  yours? 

Answer.  I  object  to  the  question,  and  decline 
answering  it  on  the  same  grounds,  as  I  refused  to 
answer  the  first  question  of  this  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  abandon  a  wife  at 
Watertown  ? 

Answer.    I  again  decline  answering. 

Question.  Was  you  ever  expelled  from  the 
Tammany  Society  in  New  York  1 
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Answer.  I  never  was  a  member  of  the  Tam- 
many Society,  and  never  was  expelled  from  it.  So 
long  as  I  was  associated  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  New  York,  I  stood  well  with  the  party. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  an  article  in  the 
New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  charging  you 
with  theft  ? 

Answer.  I  m  ver  did.  It  might  have  been 
published,  however,  without  my  seeing  it. 

Question.  Have  you  a  wife  now  living  in  New 
York! 

Answer.  This  is  precisely  the  same  as  the 
other  question  I  have  objected  to,  and  refuse  to  an- 
swer it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  personate  a  deaf  and 
dumb  person  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  money? 

Answer.  As  often  as  I  have  ringers  and  toes, 
but  not  for  money. 

Fellow-citizens,  said  Mr.  Slicer,  do  you  know 
any  man  in  this  community,  claiming  to  be  decent 
or  respectable,  who  instead  of  thanking  God  for 
his  faculties  of  speech  and  hearing,  is  in  the  habit 
of  insulting  his  Maker  by  pretending  to  be  deaf 
and  dumb?  Do  yon  know  any  such,  anywhere  ? 
(Laughter.)  "As  of  fen  as  I  have  fingers  and 
toes."  Twenty  times  has  he  played  this  part  be- 
fore High  Heaven. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  institute  a  prosecution 
for  libel  for  being  so  charged? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect.  The  charge  in 
the  Courier's  article  that  I  stimulated  these  afflic- 
tions, and  was  discovered  by  the  attack  of  a  dog, 
is  wholly  and  entirely  false,  and  utterly  untrue. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  an  indict- 
ment was  brought  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
for  a  libel  upon  you  ? 

Answer.    Not  that  I  recollect/ 

Question.  Did  you  not  in  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  when  R.  Lansing  was  District  Attor- 
ney of  the  county,  promote  the  prosecution  of  one 
Thearon  Parsons,  for  a  libel  upon  you,  in  publishing 
that  you  had  feigned  to  be  deaf  and  dumb? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such 
prosecution  being  instituted  or  promoted  by  me. 

Question.    Where  did  you  reside  in  1629? 

Answer.    I  think  in  New  York  city. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Thearon  Parsons,  the 
publisher  of  a  paper  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.  ? 

Answer.  I  might  have  known  him,  but  don't 
recollect  him  by  name.  It  was  during  a  canvass, 
when  I  was  writing  for  a  paper  to  defeat  the  elec- 
tion of  a  candidate  named  Benton,  those  publica- 
tions against  me  first  appeared,  and  I  think  that 
was  about  the  first  time  the  deaf  and  dumb  story 
was  published,  but  whether  in  a  Watertown  paper 
or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  abandon  a  criminal  prose- 
cution in  Jefferaor^county,  for  libel  in  publishing 
that  story  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  insti- 
tuted or  abandoned  such  a  prosecution. 

Question.  Was  you  not  cast  in  a  civil  suit  for 
damages,  for  the  printing  of  the  story  ? 

Answer.    I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  that  deaf  and 
dumb  story  in  the  Watertown  paper  ? 


Answer.  It  may  have  been  in  it,  but  I  do  not 
recollect  seeing  it.  The  first  time  I  saw  the  story 
or  heard  of  it,  was  in  a  paper  which  came  to  the 
office  in  which  I  was  editor.  That  paper  was 
published  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  residence  of 
Hunter,  near  Little  Falls. 

Question.  You  say,  then,  you  never  saw  it 
published  in  Jefferson  county  ? 

Answer.  Something  similar  might  have  been 
published  there. 

Question.    Where  did  you  reside  then  ? 

Answer.    In  Jefferson  county. 

Question.    Was  you  married  then  ? 

Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.    Where  was  you  married  ? 

Answer.  If  you  expect  you  can  change  the  po- 
sition I  have  taken  in  relation  to  such  questions, 
you  are  mistaken.  Mr.  Larue,  if  you  aim  at  dis- 
turbing the  friendly  relations  that  exist  between  us, 
I  shall  be  constrained  to  put  some  questions  to  you. 

The  Court  censured  the  irregularity  of  these 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Larue.  The  gentleman  knows  as  well  as 
I  do  myself,  that  I  have  put  no  questions  to  him 
which  I  was  not  bound  in  the  performance  of  my 
duty  to  ask.  As  to  any  questions  the  gentleman 
may  have  to  put  to  me,  I  shall  be  at  all  times  ready 
to  answer  them. 

Mr.  Sever  was  then  handed  the  article  and  re- 
quested to  notice  any  further  points  in  it  in  relation 
to  which  he  had  any  evidence  to  give.  He  said, 
in  substance  :  "  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  First 
Municipality  Council,  without  my  own  seeking.  I 
did  not  serve  my  term  out.  I  heard  of  some  out- 
door talk  against  me,  and  I  asked  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  investigate  one  of  the 
charges  bruited  against  me,  which  was  the  only 
one  the  council  was  competent  to  examine.  This 
was  an  accusation  of  malfeasance  against  me  as 
an  attorney,  to  which  Thomas  Wadsworth  swore, 
and  swore  falsely.  But  I  found  the  investigation 
wa3  conducted  with  so  much  unfairness  and  disin- 
geniousness — the  committee  not  confining  them- 
selves to  the  specfic  charge — and  satisfied  that  my 
case  was  prejudged,  and  that  my  usefulness  as  an 
alderman  was  impaired,  I  resigned.  All  this  hos- 
tility sprung  from  my  being  the  author  of  an  ordin- 
ance which  I  succeeded  in  passing  through  the 
council,  and  thereby  saved  the  Municipality  several 
thousand  dollars,  but  interfered  with  the  interests 
of  parties  influential  in  the  council.  I  did  not  wait 
for  the  report  of  the  committee  before  resigning, 
and  am  not  aware  if  it  ever  reported.  In  a  word, 
I  knew  I  was  in  the  hands  of  bitter  and  unrelent- 
ing enemies,  whose  judgment  was  made  up  before 
the  testimony  was  heard."  [These  "  bitter  and 
unrelenting  enemies'"  I  suppose  were  his  own  po- 
litical friends,  who  would  not  do  him  justice,  but 
made  up  a  judgment  against  him  before  they  heard 
the  testimony  hi  his  case — this  I  say  because  New 
Orleans  has  generally  been  a  strong  Whig  city.] 
"  I  never  levied  black  mail  upon  levved  or  indecent 
women,  and  never  heard  of  the  charge  until  it  ap- 
peared in  the  article  in  the  Courier,  now  before 
the  Court.  Another  charge  in  this  article  is  that 
I  have  been  a  drunkard.  This  I  utterly  deny,  and 
in  my  whole  life  was  never  so  accused  before.  It 
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is  true  I  have  in  my  lifetime  drank  liquor  enough 
to  be  drunk,  and  I  deeply  regret  the  offence  I  gave 
to  society  in  so  doing  ;  but,  I  repeat,  it  is  utterly" 
untrue  that  at  any  period  of  my  life  I  have  been  a 
drunkard.   I  am  likewise  charged  here  with  having. 


he  said  one  time  "  he  would  prove  every  thing  he 
said,  and  more  too." 

Cross  examined.  I  read  the  article  when  it  ap- 
peared, but  cannot  say  it  is  the  identical  one  now 
in  Court.   Mr.  Graham  spoke  to  me  in  relation  to 


I  the  Courier,  and  which  created  a  great  deal  qf  ex- 
j  citement  at  the  time.  (Was  handed  the  indict- 
I  ment  containing  the  article,  and  requested  by  the 
I  Court  to  read  it.)  I  have  no  doubt  I  read  this  ar- 
j  tide  repeatedly,  about  the  time  it  was  published, 
j  I  only  identify  it,  however,  from  its  general  purport, 
j  Without  being  aided  by  a  perusal,  I  should  have 
j  not  recollected  a  single  sentence. 

This  closed  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  and 
|  at  half  past  3  o'clock,  the  Court  adjourned,  and  the 
|  jury  was  dismissed,  to  resume  the  trial  again  at  9 
o'clock,  on  Monday  morning. 


in  the  last  three  years,  been  guilty  of  disgraceful  acts; !  i  an  article  against  Mr  Sever,  which  appeared  in 
with  being  a  hyprocrite,  and  with  seeking  to  cover  ' 
an  infamous  character  with  the  mantle  of  religion. 
These  are  serious  charges,  and  if  true,  would  for- 
feit my  pesition  in  society,  and  merit  my  expulsion 
from  the  church.  Bat  they  are  wholly  false,  and 
since  I  professed  religion,  I  have  ever  stood  well  in 
the  church  to  which  I  belong.  It  is  added  in  this 
list  of  charges  that  I  was  dismissed  from  the  min- 
istry. This  again  is  untrue.  The  facts  are  these: 
I  was  lincensed  as  a  preacher.  By  the  regulations 
of  my  church,  every  minister  or  preacher,  under 
the  Bishop,  has  to  renew  his  license  annually,  and 
if  any  misconduct  is  attributed  to  him,  the  com- 
plaints are  laid  before  the  Board  and  examined. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  year  for  which  I  was  ap- 
pointed, when  the  question  of  renewing  my  license 
came  up,  it  was  urged,  to  use  a  common  phrase, 
that  "  I  dabbled  too  much  in  politics,  and,  unless  I 
dropped  them,  the  license  would  not  be  rewewed." 
I  did  not  wish  t»  comply  with  this  condition,  and 
therefore  my  functions  as  a  preacher  ceased.  The 
Board,  composed  of  all  the  clergy  of  my  denomi- 
nation in  this  city,  when  refusing  to  license  me,  ex- 
pressed their  full  confidence  in  me  and  satisfaction 
with  my  conduct  in  every  other  respect,  and  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  only  bar  to  my  re-election 
•  was  the  active  part  I  took  in  politics. 

On  refreshing  my  recollection  by  reference  to 


THE  SEVER  LIBEL  CASE. 

May 


14. 


Mr.  Larue  opened  the  defence  by  offering  as  tes- 
timony a  certified  copy  of  an  indictment  drawn  up 
against  Thearon  Parsons,  editor  of  a  paper  in 
Watertown,  N.  York,  1829,  for  writing  and  pub- 
lishing a  libel  against  Joel  G.  Sever,  in  an  article 
accusing  him  of  simulating  deafness  and  -dumbness, 
and  travelling  as  a  mendicant.  Mr.  Larue  also 
offered  the  affidavit  of  Alyin  Hunt,  sworn  to  before 
the  judge  of  the  court  of  Jefferson  county,  New 
York,  (with  the^certificate  of  the  judge  to  the  truth- 
fulness and  good  standing  of  the  affiant,)  declaring 


the  "  New  York  Star,"  published  in  1834,  a  Demo-  j  that  Joel  G.  Sever  had  abandoned  a  wife  and 
cratic  paper  edited  by  Major  Noah,  I  find  the  deaf  '  children  in  Watertown,  New  York,  who  were  still 
and  dumb  story,  and  the  charge  of  obtaining  money  j  living  there,  at  the  date  of  the  affidavit  last  autumn, 


under  false  pretenses — which  I  presume  is  the  same 
that  has  been  quoted  from  tire  Courier  and  Enquirer 
mistakingly,  as  a  charge  of  theft — were  fully  con- 
tradicted by  the  'Star.'  And  now  I  say,  again, 
this  deaf  and  dumb  story,  and  charge  of  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses  are  without  a  shadow 
of  foundation  in  truth.  I  never  was  a  mendicant. 
I  have  never  done  an  act,  knowingly,  that  would 
call  a  blush  to  my  face,  and  never  have  been  to  a 
place  to  which  I  could  not  return  ard  face  the 
community  as  an  upright  man.  I  have  supported 
myself,  my  family,  and  part  of  my  father's  family, 
since  I  was  twelve  years  old.  I  have  a  tolerable 
education,  and  such  as  it  is  I  am  indebted  to  no 
human  being  for  but  myself.  I  have  done  these 
things  by  honest  industry,  the  labor  of  my  hands 
and  head,  and  now,  when  my  ha^r  has  become  a 
silver  gray,  an  effort  is  made  by  ruthless  perscutors 
to  blast  my  reputation  and  sink  me  into  infamy, 
I  do  not — 

Mr  Larue,  Will  the  Court  permit  the  witness 
to  go  on  thus  making  a  speech? 

Court.  Mr.  Sever  you  have  denied  all  these  ac- 
cusations you  are  now  re-capitulating,  and  that  is 
sufficient. 

John  Caiborne  sworn.  Had  frequent  communi- 
cations with  Mr.  Graham  at  the  time  he  was  in 
the  Courier  office.  In  my  conversations  there  was 
no  explicit  acknowledgment  or  denial  of  authorship 
of  the  obnoxious  article,  but  my  impression  is  that 


These  documents  were  objected  to  as  evidence  oa 
technical  grounds,  and  the  Court  ruled  them  out. 

A  certified  copy  of  the  record  in  a  civil  suit  is 
instituted  by  Sever  against  Thearon  Parsons  for 
damages  for  the  same  alleged  libel,  was  likewise 
offered  for  the  defence,  but  was  also  declared  in- 
admissible. The  record  in  the  criminal  prosecu- 
tion showed  that  the  jury  by  whom  the  case  was 
tried,  was  unable  to  agree,  and  in  the  e  vil  case 
that  the  plaintiff  (Sever)  was  non-suited — he  not 
appearing  at  the  trial. 

Alfred  Dunn  sworn. — I  know  Joel  G.  Sever.  I 
visited  Watertown,  New  York, in  1838,  and  while 
there,  called  on  Mrs.  Sever. 

Question.  Did  you  see  a  lady  reputed  to  be  Mr. 
Sever's  wife  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  she  had  two  children,  who  re- 
sembled Mr.  Sever  aa  strongly  as  I  ever  saw  re- 
semblance in  my  life. 

Question.  Did  she  pass  as  the  wife  of  Mr.  Sever  1 
Answer.  She  did.  It  was  generally  reported  that 
he  had  abandoned  her.  When  I  saw  her  I  was 
on  a  visit  to  Watertown  to  see  Mr.  Tubb.  When 
I  returned  to  New  Orleans  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Sever 
and  told  him  that  I  had  been  to  Watertown  and 
called  on  his  wife  and  children.  I  told  him  they 
were  very  poor.  He  made  no  reply,  either  deny- 
ing or  acknowledging.  My  object  was  to  call  his 
attention  to  their  distressed  state,  and  to  get  him 
to  do  something  for  the  children  if  not  for  the  wife. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Sever.  (Who,  on  mo- 
tion of  the  District  Attorney,  was  permitted  to  as- 
sist him  in  the  prosecution.)  I  first  became  ac- 
quainted with  y<m  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Outlaw. 
You  were  a  hoarder  there.  I  was  introduced  to 
as  Mr.  Sevier,  not  Sever,  as  I  had  heard  you  called 
in  New  York.  T  only  knew  you  in  New  York  as 
a  political  man  ,  I  had  no  personal  acquantance 
witn  you, 

Question.  Y-^u  say  you  went  to  Watertown  in 
1832  ? 

Answer.    No,  sir,  I  say  1838. 
Mr.  Sever.    You  said  1832,  but  no  matter,  let 
that  pass. 

Witness.  I  did  not  say  so,  sir.  I  said,  distiet- 
ly,  1838.  I  returned  in  the  middle  of  October.  I 
met  you  in  the  store  of  Walton  &  Kemp,  when 
the  conversation  I  have  related  occurred.  You 
used  to  come  very  frequently  to  see  me  there.  I 
knew  of  no  acquaintance  you  had  with  Walton  & 
Kemp.  I  made  your  acquaintance  in  1836.  I  was 
first  summoned  to  attend  this  tirial  four  or  five 
days  since.  I  have  not  communicated  my  testi- 
mony to  any  one  since  I  was  cited.  I  knew  from 
general  report  at  the  lime  I  told  you  about  your 
wife  in  Watertown  that  you  had  a  wife  and  son  on 
Canal  street,  in  this  city. 

Question.  Well, sir,  did  you  have  the  presump- 
tion to  tell  me  this  when  you  knew  I  had  a  wife 
and  children  in  New  Orleans'? 

The  Court  censured  Mr.  Sever  for  the  use  of  the 
word  "  presumption." 

Witness  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  word,  and 
was  willing  to  add,  he  had  the  presumption  to  tell 
Mr.  Sever  what  he  did.  When  I  told  you  of  your 
family  in -Watertown  you  changed  the  conversa- 
tion, as  the  subject  seemed  unpleasant,  and  you 
made  no  reply. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  female  said  to  be 
ray  wife  was  my  wife  ? 

Ansicer.    Only  by  common  report. 
.  Question.    Did  you  know  the  children  you  saw 
were  mine  ? 

Answer.  Oaly  from  report  and  the  appearance 
of  the  children.  I  believe  if  such  a  thing  coulc.  be 
sworn  to,  one  could  swear  they  were  yours  from 
the  strong  resemblance. 

Mr.  Sever.  Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  you  would 
swear  to  it. 

Mr.  Larue  called  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
the  insult  offered  the  witness. 

The  ConYt  strongly  censured  Mr.  Sever. 

Mr.  Sever.  Who  were  present  in  the  store 
when  you  told  me  that  1 

Answer.    I  dotCi  think  there  was  any  one. 

District  Attorney  said  he  saw  the  attempt  would 
be  made  by  the  defence  to  establish  a  marriage 
on  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  and  he  objected 
to  such  testimony  being  introduced  for  that  purpose. 

Court  was  of  opinion  marriage  might  be  shown 
by  general  reputation,  and  cohabitation  of  the 
parties;  that  where  parties  were  reported  to  be 
living  toget!  is  man  and  wife,  and  had  children 
which  passed      theirs,  they  were  supposed  to  be 


married. 

Mr.  Se-S 
prove  one 


lat  if  this  were  so,  he  could 
white  men  in  New  Orleans 


were  married  to  quarteroons,  negroes,  &c.  He 
believed  the  law  was  stricter  than  this. 

Court.  No,  bir;  I  don't  believe  it  is.  If  a  man 
were  to  write  down  on  paper  that  he  was  willing 
to  marry  a  woman,  the  woman  were  to  write  she 
wished  to  marry  the  man,  and  they  exchanged  the 
papers,  and  they  should  live  together  and  have 
children,  the  Court  should  consider  them  married. 
The  Supreme  Court  had,  by  its  decisions,  sustained 
this  point. 

Mr.  Larue  cited  the  case  of  Muihcuse  vs.  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Court  suggested  that  the  Supreme  Court  had 
also  decided  it. 

Mr.  Sever.  In  all  these  cases,  the  Court  re- 
quired a  basis  of  facts — not  mere  rumor. 

Mr.  Lirue.  This  is  not  a  question  between 
Mr.  Sever  and  his  first  wife. 

Mr.  Sever.  I  ask  the  Court  to  protect  me,  and 
that  it  will  not  allow  such  language  as  "  first  wife" 
to  be  used.  If  the  Court  does  not  extend  to  me  its 
protection — if  the  language  occurs  again,  I  shall 
protect  myself  in  this  Court  or  elsewhere. 

The  Court  characterised  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Sever  as  very  intemperate,  and  said  it  wonld  hot 
allow  threats  of  the  kind  to  be  made  in  its  pres- 
ence. 

Mr.  Sever  repeated  that  he  would  allow  no  man 
in  the  Court  or  out  of  it,  to  repeat  the  phrase  "first 
wife." 

Mr.  Larue.    Well,  Mr.  Sever,  I  have  used  it. 

Mr.  Sever  was  proceeding,  when  the  Judge  as- 
serted the  dignity  of  the  Court,  and  stated  he  had 
power  to  send  an  attorney  to  the  parish  jail  for  vio- 
lence in  the  Court,  or  the  use  ol  indecorous  or 
threatening  language. 

Mr.  Sever  disclaimed  any  intention  to  threaten, 
and  said  the  assertion  that  he  had  a  first  wife  was 
false. 

Mr.  Larue.  Whatever  was  brought  out  in  evi- 
dence, no  threats  shall  deter  me  from  using. 

Mr.  Sever  again  disclaiming  any  intention  to 
threaten. 

Cross-examination  resumed  by  Mr.  Sever.  I 
heard  the  matter  of  your  having  a  wife  from  Mr. 
Tubb,  and  from  no  other. 

Question.    What  are  your  political  sentiments? 

Answer.    I  am  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Sever,  (Ironically.)  Yes,  Oh  yes — that's 
all — I've  done. 

Witness.    And  you  used  to  be  a  Democrat. 

Pollinsby  sworn.  I  resided  in  Watertown,  New 
York,  from  the  time  I  was  9  years  old, until  I  was 
18.  I  left,  I  think,  in  1828,  but  was  back  there 
four  years  ago,  last  August.  I  would  not  be  sure 
I  was  there  in  1832.  I  have  been  there  three 
times  since  1832.  I  do  not  recollect  the  dates  of 
the  two  first  visits.  I  knew  Mr.  Sever  in  Water- 
j  town,  and  in  New  York,  and  have  known  him  in 
j  this  city.  I  have  seen  the  lady  in  Watertown,  re- 
puted to  be  his  wife.  She  stood  very  high  there  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  with  the  community. 
I  met  Mr.  Sever  in  New  York,  and  asked  him  if 
he  was  going  to  move  his  family  from  Watertown 
jo  New  York.  He  said  no :  they  had  become  too 
much  mixed  up  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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This  was  in  1836.  One  day  I  heard  him  convers- 
ing with  several  persons,  state  that  his  daughters, 
one  of  whom  was  then  7  and  the  other  8  years  old, 
were  highly  educated  and  accomplished  French 
scholars.  I  toe  k  the  story  to  be  fabulous,  from  the 
age  of  the  girls,  and  the  limited  opportunities  of 
obtaining  a  French  education  in  a  country  town  in 
the  North. 

Mr.  Sever  cross-examined  this  witness  severely, 
but  nothing  was  elicited  to  shake  his  direct  testi- 
mony. 

Direct  examination  resumed.  The  lady  always 
went  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Sever.    It  wa3  reported 
after  Air.  Sever  had  left  her  some  years,  that  she  L 
had  applied  for  a  divorce,  and  got  it. 

Mr.  Larue  then  called  upon  the  District  Attor- 
ney  to  testify  that  there  were  several  omissions  of 
sentences  in  copying  the  obnoxious  article  into  the  j| 
indictment,  and  this  being  done — 

Gallien  Preval  sworn.  I  have  resided  in  New 
Orleans  forty  years.  I  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Municipality  Council  when  Mr.  Sever  was.  He 
asked  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to»examine 
charges  which  were  rumored  against  him.  The 
charges  were  not  preferred  by  any  member  of  the  || 
Council.    I  was  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Question.    What  was  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation ? 

Answer.    After  the  testimony  was  taken  

Mr.  Sever  objected  to  the  witness  answering 
If  there  were  witnesses  to  sustain  the  charges  let  j 
them  be  produced.    The  objection  was  sustained 
by  the  Court. 

Question.    Did  the  committee  enter  upon  the 
investigation  1 

Answer.    It  did. 

Question.    Did  they  report  1 

Answer.    They  did  not.    Mr.  Sever  withdrew 
from  the  Council  before  the  committee  reported. 

Daniel  Scully,  recalled.  Have  you  read  in  the 
New  York  Courier  and  Enquirier  an  article  charg- 


ing Ms 


with  theft  ] 


Mr.  Sever  objected  to  the  witness  being  allowed 
to  answer  the  question.  The  Court  sustained  the 
objection.  One  libel,  the  Judge  said,  could  not  be 
introduced  to  sustain  another. 

Calvin  Nichols  sworn. — The  substance  of  this 
witnesses'  testimony  was,  that  he  knew  Mr.  Sever 
in  the  village  of  Homer,  State  of  New  York,  in  j 
1825  and  '26,  and  perhaps  '27.    He  taught  a  dis- 1 
trict  school  there,  and  witness  was  his  pupil.  He 
married  a  Miss  Bullard,  who,  and  her  family,  wit- 
ness  knew  intimately  in  that  village.  Witness 
was  told  they  had  children  by  the  marriage,  but 
never  saw  them.    The  facts  stated  in  the  Courier 
article  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Sever  at ! 
the  North,  were,  so  far  as  witness  recollected,  a 
recapitulation  of  charges  against  Mr.  Sever,  that ' 
had  appeared  in  the  New  York  American.    It  was  \ 
reported  in  Homer  that  Mr.  Sever  had  left  his 
wife,  and  after  many  years  absence  returned  to  || 
her,  and  practiced  law,  in  the  village  of  Courtland. 
According  to  common  report,  Mrs.  Sever  was  alive 
in  1838. 

Cross  examined.  After  several  interrogations, 
in  which  nothing  important  was  elicited,  witness,  to 
show  his  familiarity  with  the  circumstances,  and 


his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  parties,  said 
that  when  Mrs.  Sever's  father  died,  he  (witness) 
heard  his  mother  say  Mr.  Sever  made  the  most 
eloquent  prayer  she  ever  heard  in  her  life,  on  the 
occasion.  Witness  heard  when  Mrs.  Sever  was 
about  to  rejoin  Mr.  Sever,  her  friends  told  her  that 
if  she  again  lived  with  him  they  would  desert  her, 

Samuel  Locke  sworn.    Knew  Mr.  Sever.  When 
it  was  reported  Levi  Woodbury  was  nominated  for 
the  Presidency,  in  1848,  Mr.  Sever  one  day  said, 
in  my  presence,  that  he  knew  Levi  Woodbury  bet 
ter  than  he  did  me,  and  that  Mr.  W.  was  an  old 
Federalist.    He  said  it  in  the  presence  of  several. 
I  contradicted  him  on  the  spot,  and  subsequently  he 
acknowledged  to  me  he  was  mistaken,  but  addedij' 
that  at  the  time  he  made  the  assertion  he  thought^ 
he  was  right.    [This  was  introduced  to  show  Mr.  ' 
Sever  made  a  practice  of  "  fibbing,"  and  therefore 
did  not  adhere  strictly  to  gospel  morality.] 

Mr.  Sever  then  called  himself  again  to  the  stand, 
and  made  a  lengthy  statement,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  a  repetition  of  what  he  said  in  his 
speech  on  Friday,  and  not  being  "rebutting"  testi- 
mony, he  was  frequently  interrupted  by  the  Court. 
He  said  it  was  in  1816  and  1817  when  Mr.  Nich- 
ols knew  him  in  Homer,  and  not  '25, 526,  '27.  He 
had  no  recollection  weatever  of  the  conversation 
alleged  to  have  taken  place  between  him  and  Mr. 
Dunn.  These  were  the  only  points  of  his  testi- 
mony that  were  rebutting. 

The  evidence  closed  here,  and  after  the  District 
Attorney  had  read  the  whole  of  the  obnoxious  ar- 
ticle to  the  jury,  from  the  Courier,  the  case  was 
submitted  without  argument. 

The  Court  having  delivered  its  charge,  the  jury 
retired  about  two  o'clock  and  returned  at  a  quarter 
after  three.  The  foreman,  asking  the  Court  if  the 
jury  could  bring  in  a  verdict  of  "  guilty,  without 
malice,"  an  answer  in  the  negative  was  given,  and 
after  a  long  parley  between  the  Court  and  the  jury, 
occastonally  interrupted  by  counsel  for  the  defence, 
who  considered  the  proceedings  irregular,  the  jury 
again  retired,  was  at  a  still  later  hour  unable  to 
agree  upon  a  verdict,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  the 
Court  adjourned,  leaving  the  jury  locked  up  for  the 
night. 

May  15, 1850. 
The  Sever  Libel  Case. — The  jury  in  this  case 
after  being  shut  up  twenty-five  hours,  came  into 
Court  yesterday  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  with 

a  verdict  of"  not  guilty." 

The  following  affidavit,  though  ruled  out  in  the 
trial  before  the  Court  on  technical  grounds,  was  ad- 
mitted in  the  Church  trial,  being  in  the  original 
manuscript  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  authorities: 

State  of  New:  York,  Jefferson  county,  ss. 
Alvin  Hunt,  of  the*  town  of  Watertown,  in  said 
county,  being  duly  sworn,  said  that  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  Joel  G.  Sever,  that  he  resided  in  this 
town,  and  at  the  time  had  a  family  and  some  chil- 
dren, and  as  this  deponent  thinks  three  children  ; 
that  he  and  his  family  resided  in  a  house  in  this  vil- 
lage situated  on  Factory  street ;  that  while .tio  fam- 
ily were  residing  here  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Joel 
G.  Sever  left  this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
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remember  of  ever  seeing  him  here  since;  that  sub- 
sequent to  that  time  I  heard  of  his  residing  in  New 
York.  In  what  year  he  left  this  place,  I  am  not 
able  to  state,  but  think  it  must  be  from  13  to  15 
years  since  ;  that  at  the  time  he  left  as  aforesaid,  he 
left  his  family  in  this  place  ;  that  he  left  them  in  a 
destitute  condition  and  dependent  on  the  kindness 
of  their  neighbors ;  that  after  his  absence  some 
length  of  time,  this  deponent  wrote  to  her  brother, 
whose  name,  if  I  remember  right,  was  Horatia  Bul- 
lard,  and  who  then  resided  in  Havre,  Courtland 
.county,  in  this  State,  stating  her  condition  and  that 
of  her  family  ;  that  her  said  brother  came  out  to  this 
village  and  made  some  little  provision  for  the  fam- 
ily, and  afterwards  came  and  removed  her  and  her 
family  from  this  village,  and  took  her  as  this  depo- 
nent understood  to  his  residence  in  Courtland 
county  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  last  this  deponent 
ever  heard  of  said  Sever  was  that  he  was  in  New 
York,  till  of  late  he  was  informed  by  a  gentleman 
of  this  village  who  was  attached  to  the  army,  that 
he  had  seen  the  said  Sever  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans ;  that  this  deponent  is  not  aware  of  what  be- 
came of  the  wife  and  family  of  said  Sever  after  they 
left  with  the  brother  of  said  wife  as  aforesaid. 

A.  HUNT. 

Sworn  this  22d  day  of  October,  1849,  before  me> 
ROBT.  LANSING, 
County  Judge  of  Jefferson  county. 

I  certify  that  Alvin  Hunt  is  a  man  of  truth  and 
veracity.  ROBT.  LANSING, 

Judge  of  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. 

This  testimony  shows  that  he  was  an  editor  of  a 
newspaper  before  he  left  New  York,  although  he 
stated  in  presence  of  several  gentlemen  in  the 
Herald  office,  that  he  left  New  York  when  a  youth, 
(be  must  have  been  a  precocious  youth  indeed,) 
and  had  been  at  the  Bar  of  New  Orleans  for 
twenty- five  years. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  hope  the  testimony  which  I 
have  just  presented  to  you,  is  considered  abundant- 
ly sufficient,  both  to  justify  fully  the  action  ef  the 
Church — first,  in  refusing  to  re-licence  him  as  a 
Preacher,  and,  in  two  years  after,  expelling  him 
from  her  communion — and  also,  more  than  sus- 
tains a3  true,  all  I  said  of  him  to  any  body,  at  any 
time. 

After  claiming  your  attention  to  two  other  points, 
I  shall  have  done  with  this  unpleasant  subject. 

I  suppose  the  Col.  has  learned  4hat  it  is  a  very 
safe  business  to  banter  Ministers  to  fight.  Hence, 
he  asked  at  the  market-house,  why  I  do  not  "doff 
my  clerical  robes,  and  hold  myself  responsible  as 
he  does,  to  the  la  vs  which  govern  men  of  honor?" 
For  several  reasons  I  cannot — 1st,  my  clerical  robes 
do  not  hang  so  loose  upon  my  shoulders  that  I  can 
doff  them  at  pleasure  for  the  field  of  single  combat. 
For  I  am  called  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  I  expect 
to  answer  at  the  Bar  of  final  Adjudication,  for  the 
manner  in  which  I  execute  my  commission,  and 
God  does  not  allow  me  to  come  down  from  my 
position  to  put  my  own  life,  and  the  lives  of  others 
in  peril  by  fighting  duels.  2d,  because  I  am  com- 
mitted to  the  country  against  dueling.  You  re- 
collect the  famous  duel  in  which  the  Hon.  Jonathan 
Cilly  fell  at  Washington,    I  was  then  chaplin  of  the 


Senate,  and  I  stood  by  his  dead  body,  and  there  re- 
solved, come  what  might,  I  would  clear  my  con- 
science before  God  and  the  country  in  "a  discourse 
against  duels."  That  discourse  was  scattered 
broadcast  over  this  country, some  fifty  or  a  hundred 
thausand  copies  ;  and,  being  thus  committed,  like 
Mr.  Webster,  as  I  before  said, "  I  take  no  step 
backward."  I  do  not  think  these  people  can  spare 
their  preacher  just  now.  (Cries  of  "no,  no,  we'll 
not  let  you  go.") 

I  was  offered  an  agency,  lately,  with  leave  to 
fix  my  own  terms  in  regard  to  salary,  but  I  declined 
it  because  I  supposed  you  could  not  spare  me.  I 
hope,  gentlemen,  that  these  reasons  will  be  satisfac- 
tory for  not  fighting  or  "doffing  my  clerical  robes." 

When  that  good  Catholic,  the  Marquis  de  Renty, 
was  challenged  to  fight  a  duel  with  a  young  officer, 
he  replied,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  fight,  but  I  am 
afraid  to  sin."  That  was  a  noble  answer  of  a 
and  brave  noble  man. 

My  accuser,  among  other  things,  told  you  at  the 
market-house,  that  "  I  had  boasted  all  over  Freder- 
ick of  my  great  influence  with  Mr.  Fillmore,  and 
that  I  could  get  any  man  appointed  to  office  by  the 
'model  President,'  that  I  have  more  influence  with 
the  President  than  almost  any  other  man." 

Fellow-citizens,  I  should  like  to  see  the  man  of 
any  party,  who  has  the  least  credit  for  veracity, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  who  ever  heard  me  boast 
of  having  any  influence  whatever  with  the  Presi- 
dent. I  do  not  intend  to  say  one  word  disrespect- 
J  ful  of  Mr.  Fillmore.  I  respect  him  highly  for  his 
defence  of  the  Constitution,  and  support  and  en- 
forcement of  the  laws — 'the  Compromise'  espe- 
cially. Upon  the  honor  of  a  man,  and  truth  of  a 
.Methodist  preacher,  I  here,  in  this  public  plaee,  de- 
clare that  I  have  never  been  near  Mr.  Fillmore  but 
once  since  he  has  been  President ;  that  I  have  not 
written  him  a  line,  about  office,  for  any  one,  and 
when  I  did,  in  one  solitary  case,  more  than  a  year 
ago,  cross  the  threshhold  of  his  door  it  was  only  to 
j  serve  a  Whig  preacher  in  delicate  health,  who, in  pas- 
sing through  the  yard  towards  the  Spanish  Minister's 
urged  me  to  go  in- and  introduce  him.  The  Presi- 
dent received  us  kindly, and  treated  us  courteously. 
This  is  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  my  in- 
fluence or  connection  with  the  present  President, 
in  regard  to  office  for  any  one.  I  never  thought 
I  had  any  influence  with  him,  and  I  am  not  one 
of  that  class  of  men  who  boast  against  both  the 
dictates  of  their  conscience  and  the  decisions  of 
their  judgments. 

You  were  told  that  "this  'model  President,''  by 
his  casting  vote,  had  expelled  me  from  the  floor  of 
the  Senate!"  I  had  heard,  indeed,  that  my  as- 
sailant had  here,  in  private  circles,  represented  that 
my  course  towards  him  was  influenced  by  resent- 
ment, because  he  had  influenced  Mr.  Fillmore  to 
give  the  famous  casting  vote  against  me,  but  he 
did  not  dare  stand  up  publicly  and  say  so,  because 
the  presumption  is,  nay,  it  is  certain  that  he  was 
not  within  a  thousand  miles  of  Mr.  Fillmore  at  the 
time  that  vote  was  given. 

Fellow-citizens,  all  the  parties  concerned  in  that 
matter  of  my  so  called  expulsion,  are  welcome  to 
all  the  credit  they  can  reap  from  it.    I  could  tell 
j  you  some  rich  things  in  regard  to  my  defeat  in  the 
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Senate,  in  January,  1850,  if  I  were  inclined  to 
make  public  the  unwritten  history  of  that  matter. 

It  was  at  the  memorable  session  when  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  disorganized  for  nearly  six 
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On  the  5th  ballot  the  vote  was  equally  divided  3U 
to  30.  The  question  arose  in  regard  to  the  right  of 
the  Vice  President  to  decide  in  the  election  of  an 
officer,  he  not  being  a   member  of  the  Senate. 


long  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  Hon.  Howell  |  Col.  King,  the  present  President  of  the  Senate, 
Cobb  was  elected  Speaker  by  a  plurality  vote,  at  jj  (one  of  my  friends)  gave  his  opinion  against  the 


the  period  when  a  convention  had  been  called  to 
meet  near  tUe  grave  of  the  patriot  Jackson,  (who 
said,  on  a  memorable  occasion,  'the  Union  must  be 
preserved.")  to  consider  the  subject  of  dissolving 


right  of  the  Vice  President  to  decide.  'Mr.  Cal- 
houn, (a  friend  of  mine,)  who  had  decided  in  a 
similar  case  many  years  before,  was  inclined  to  the 
opposite  opinion — it  seemed  to  be  conceded  that 


this  glorious  Union — when  men  were  coolly  dis-  h  the  Vice  President  ought  to  settle  the  case.  And 
cussing  the  value  of  the  Federal  Union,  to  this  sec-  I  the  casting  vote  was  given  to  Dr.  Butler,  formerly 
tion  and  the  other,  when  clouds,  dark  and  porten- 1!  of  Mr.  Fillmore's  own  State, 
tious  clouds,  hung  over  the  horrizon,  and  every  pa-       I  went  up  next  morning  and  introduced  the  new 
triot's  her.i  t  throbbed  with  fear,  while  the  ark  of  jj  Chaplain. 

our  safety,  the  glorious  Union,  seemed,  for  the  time,  Two  days  afterwards  Gen.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  the 
to  be  placed  upon  the  crater  of  a  volcano!  At  this  |i  noble  son  ot  a  noble  sire,  voluntarily  brought  in  a 
juncture,  the  Vice  President  (after  some  hesitation)  jj  resolution,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
concluded  to  follow  the  usage  set  by  Mr.  Dallas,  j|  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  directing  the 
and  sent  his  messenger  to  invite  the  old  chaplin  to  j  Secretary  to  pay  Mr.  Sheer  S500  for  his  services 


open  the  Senate  with  prayer,  until  an  election 


at  that  and  the  previous  Executive  session.  The 


should  be  made.  In  my  first  prayer,  at  that  mem-  resolution  passed  the  Senate  with  but  one  dissent- 
orable  session,  I  gave  great  offence  to  certain  Dem-  ing  vote.  I  was  6  times  elected  Chaplain  to  the 
ocratic  and  Whig  agitators.  Gentlemen,  I  con- n  Senate,  and  served  that  body  50  days  in  addition, 
sider  my  defeat,  under  the  circumstances,  and  for  The  Secretary  paid  me  as  directed.  I  put  the 
the  reasons  existing,  the  greatest  compliment  of  my  money  in  my  pocket  ;  and  to  show  how  seriously  I 
life.  1 10  as  sacrificed  upon  the  Alter  of  the  Union.  I  was  effected  in  my  character  as  a  Minister  by  that 
I  had  been  denounced  in  the  papers  of  the  agitators, !  "  expulsion" — the  Bishop  three  months  after, 
North,  East,  and  West,  in  company  with  the  Con-  h  when  my  time  had  expired  in  my  station  in  George- 
stitution.  I  had  been  called  'a  clerical  scamp*  in  town,  sent  me  to  the  most  desirable  position  in  the 
the  same  papers  which  bad  called  the  Federal  h  city  of  Baltimore.  I  was  once  elected  without 
Constitution,  (framed  by  the  wisdom  of  our  opposition,  getting  all  the  votes  but  four.  I  once 
Fathers)  "a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agree-  I  received  two-thirds  of  the  votes  cast,  and  one  over, 
aiENT  with  Hell,  and  a  refuge  of  lies  !  "  I  can  j  and  at  the  time  of  my  fearful  "  expulsion  "  thirty 
showarou  the  paper  now.  |j  Senators  wished  to  retain  my  services  in  the  Sen- 

On  the  4:h  day  of  December,  1849,  the  Senate  I  ate.    Gentlemen  do  you  think  that  my  accuser  has 


was  called  to  order,  and  I  opened  it  with  prayer. 
In  that  prayer  I  said,  in  view  of  the  crisis  which 
was  then  upon  the  country — 

"  God  of  our  fathers  grant  that  the  spirit  of 
forbearance,  conciliation,  and  compromise  may 


made  mere  than  20  shillings  in  the  pound  in 
ging  in  the  matter  of  the  Chaplaincy  ?  (Laughter.) 
I  am  now  entitled  to  the  floor  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  virtue  of  my  former  connection  with 
the  Senate,  and  so  far  from  being  expelled,  I  can 


pervade  th?  public  councils,  in  order  that  the  civil  |  take  a  Beat  there  whenever  the  Senate  doors  are 


and  religious  liberties  of  the  Republic  may  be 
preserved  and  the  Union  of  these  States  be  per- 
petual"   (Applause.)    That  is  what  I  said,  then 


open,  to  admit  any  other^erson,  not  a  member  of 

that  body. 

Having  now  disposed  of  all  the  points  made 


and  there.    The  next  morning  I  was  bearded  upon  jj  against  me,  by  Mr.  Sever,  allow  me  to  say  in  con 


the  floor  of  the  Senate,  with  "  well  Mr.  Slicer  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  pretty  much,  to  vote  for 
your  re-election,  but  you  have  been  praying  for 
compromise  and  I  cannot  vote  for  any  may  who 
prays  for  compromise."  I  said  Mr.  C.  would  you 
make  no  compromise  to  save  this  Union,  he  an- 
swered "  no  sir,  no  compromise  on  that  subject." 
Other  conversation  occurred  of  the  same  kind, 
which  I  do  not  care  to  repeat.  I  continued  to  pray 
for  the  Union  and  compromise  until  the  9th  of 
January,  when  the  election  came  on — the  Senate 
voted  through  five  ballots — every  Senator  in  his 
seat,  60  in  number,  representing  the  thirty  States. 


elusion,  fellow-citizens,  I  regret  deeply  the  neces- 
sity which  has  beeiv  forced  upon  me  in  this  case  to 
defend  myself  before  you.  I  told,  gentlemen,  that 
I  did  not  court  this  controversey  ;  and,  now  I  aver 
that  I  have  not,  in  this  heart  of  mine,  any  ani- 
mosity, even  to  those  who  have  outraged  the  feel- 
ings of  my  family,  within  the  last  few  days.' 

I  did  not  come  to  your  town  as  a  politician, 
but  as  a  Minister  to  preach  "  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,"  without  fear  or  favor.  /  attack  no  man 
unless  in  defence  of  my  Church,  my  family,  or 
my  own  character.  And,  God  helping  me,  these 
I  will  defend,  or  die  in  the  last  ditch  I 


